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Comment 


A  balanced  Council 

C&D's  independent  columnist,  Xrayser,  this  week  raises 
the  question  of  co-option  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council  of  a  replacement  for  the  late  Donald 
Sparshott.  He  suggests  that  the  first  of  the  "rejected" 
candidates  in  this  year's  poll,  namely  Mr  C.  C.  Stevens, 
the  retiring  president,  might  find  it  difficult  to  accept 
the  nomination. 

When  co-option  has  beer,  necessary  in  the  past, 
C&D  has  maintained  that  ;t  is  Council's  right  and  duty 
not  to  take  automatically  the  next  in  line  from  the  most 
recent  election.  The  sitting  members  must  be  aware  of 
areas  in  which  the  addition  of  an  experienced  voice 
would  make  Council  more  effective — and  co-option 
from  that  area  gives  the  electorate  a  guide  for  their 
future  voting.  We  do  not  believe  that  it  is  entirely  due  to 
the  privilege  of  Council  membership  that  co-opted 
members  have  usually  been  returned  when  offering 
themselves  for  election. 

But  on  this  occasion,  we  suggest  that  Mr  Stevens 
would  be  a  valid  choice  for  co-option.  The  first  reason 
is  that  Council  now  has  no  directly  elected  member 
from  industry  (Mr  Millward  has  become  a  medical 
representative  since  re-election  last  year).  Second,  were 
the  by-laws  to  permit  voters  to  choose  how  the  eight 
vacant  places  should  be  filled  from  among  those 
offering  themselves  for  election,  Mr  Stevens  would  have 
won  a  place.  And  third,  the  51  votes  that  denied  him 
re-election  can  hardly  be  counted  as  "rejection"  by 
the  electorate. 

However,  all  pharmacists  who  believe  in  the  present 
system  of  electing  Council  members  to  represent  the 
whole  profession  must  feei  concern  that  hospital  and 
industry  are  failing  to  gain  places  and  must  hope  for 
some  sign  of  balance  to  emerge  from  electoral  changes. 

The  1976  election  will  be  based  on  the  single 
transferable  vote  system  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  this  will  alter  Council's  balance.  But  potentially 
more  important  is  the  way  Council  acts  upon  the  annual 
meeting  vote  in  favour  of  greater  freedom  for  candidates 
to  canvass. 

Last  week  the  Society's  journal  set  out  its  view  of  the 
pitfalls  of  extended  canvassing,  but  to  do  nothing  is  to 
say  the  electorate  is  better  left  ignorant  in  case  the 
enterprising  candidate  achieves  a  better  "press"  than 
his  competitors.  Pharmacy  should  not  be  electing  a 
Council  of  members  whose  total  vocabulary  on 
pharmaceutical  affairs  is  limited  to  300  words! 


Europe 

Now  that  the  British  people  have  said  "yes"  to  Europe 
we  may  expect  pharmacy's  "harmonisation" 
negotiations  to  be  pursued  with  renewed  vigour.  Up 
to  now,  those  negotiations  have  been  conducted  too 
much  behind  closed  doors — Government  officials  know 
what  is  going  on,  so  do  some  of  the  profession's  leaders 
and  so  does  the  industry  through  its  trade  associations. 
Pharmacists  do  not,  and  as  the  ones  directly  affected 
they  have  a  right  to  know  more  before  faster-moving 
events  present  them  with  a  fait  accompli. 
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Report  says:  separate 
pharmacists'  interests 


A  Council  of  Europe  working  party  has 
come  out  in  favour  of  the  separation  of 
pharmacists'  commercial  and  professional 
interests  as  one  of  a  series  of  measures 
designed  to  correct  medicines  abuse. 

The  working  party's  report,  published 
last  week,  comments  that  the  pharmacist 
is  likely  to  find  himself  in  a  conflict  of 
interest  in  view  of  his  position  as  a  pro- 
fessional man  and  as  a  retailer.  "The 
ultimate  solution  of  this  problem  must  lie 
in  a  separation  of  commercial  and  pro- 
fessional interests,"  states  the  report. 
There  is  much  to  be  said  either  for  a 
system  in  which  the  retail  pharmacist  is  a 
salaried  employee  of  a  publicly-controlled 
distribution  system,  as  in  Sweden,  or  a 
system  in  which  the  number  of  pharmacies 
is  limited  strictly  by  the  authorities  so 
that  the  individual  pharmacist  can  earn 
an  adequate  income  when  limiting  his 
activities  to  the  sale  of  medicines,  accord- 
ing to  the  highest  professional  standards. 
It  is  difficult  for  the  pharmacist  whose 
establishment  is  largely  devoted  to  the 
sale  of  cosmetics  and  other  consumer 
goods  to  place  professional  interests  first; 
equally,  the  pharmacist  whose  turnover  is 
limited  may  find  it  difficult  to  maintain 
the  highest  standards  of  practice  where 
this  will  entail  a  restriction  or  refusal  of 
the  sale  of  medicines." 

The  report  notes  that  similar  problems 
existed  for  the  dispensing  doctor,  but  "it 
seems  unlikely  that  the  dispensing 
physician  will  cease  to  exist  in  the  near 
future,  especially  in  rural  areas  where  no 
pharmacist  may  be  available." 

Other  methods  to  prevent  abuse 

Other  measures  which  could  be  taken 
by  pharmacists  to  counter  abuse  include: 
ensuring  that  the  patient  receives  all 
essential  information  on  the  use  of  his 
medicine,  and  that  such  information  is 
understood;  and  that  a  pharmacist  should 
only  sell  a  prescription-type  OTC  medi- 
cine where  he  is  sure  that  the  patient  is 
using  it  under  medical  supervision  (such 
preparations  should  also  carry  a  clear 
warning  that  they  should  not  be  used 
without  a  physician's  advice).  The  report 
also  suggests  that  special  advisers  should 
be  able  to  assist  the  doctor  on  medicinal 
therapy;  such  an  adviser  could  be  a 
physician,  a  clinical  pharmacologist,  or  a 
pharmacist  "provided  his  training  and 
development  are  adapted  to  this  purpose." 

The  list  of  medicines  restricted  to 
pharmacy  sale,  to  prescription  or  to  sale 
under  narcotics  regulations  "must  be 
constantly  reviewed  and  adapted  to 
current  patterns  ot  misuse." 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  also  comes 
under  criticism  in  the  report  on  its  pricing 
policy.  The  normal  checks  in  pricing  in 
a  competitive  society  "commonly  fail" 
with  prescription  medicines  because  the 


physician  is  "unable  to  assess  the  relative 
merits  of  the  medicines"  and  thus  unable 
to  select  those  which  provide  the  best 
value  for  money.  He  is  not  motivated  to 
be  interested  in  the  economic  aspects  of 
therapeutics,  and  he  is  likely  to  think  of 
price  as  indicating  quality. 

Referring  to  recent  developments  in 
Britain  on  prices  for  chlordiazepoxide  and 
diazepam,  the  report  comments:  "There 
is  evidence  that  substantial  overpricing  of 
this  type  in  fact  occurs  with  a  wide 
range  of  pharmaceutical  products."  Any 
discussion  as  to  whether  certain  prices 
are  justified  or  not  "is  generally  hampered 
by  the  lack  of  reliable  figures  on  the  cost 
structure  of  the  product.  In  particular, 
the   argument   usually   advanced   by  the 


manufacturer  that  high  research  costs 
justify  the  price  remains  unverified.  In 
actual  fact,  the  expenditure  on  research  is 
commonly  not  more  than  half  the  expen- 
diture on  publicity  and  constitutes  only 
a  very  small  fraction  of  the  retail  price." 

Among  measures  put  forward  to  correct 
such  pricing  abuses  are:  similar  indepen- 
dent and  authoritative  bodies  should  be 
charged  with  the  assessment  and  com- 
parison of  prices;  full  data  on  the  cost 
structure  of  a  medicine,  operating  costs 
and  research  expenditure  should  be  made 
available  on  request  by  such  a  com- 
mittee; the  promotion  of  prescription 
medicines  should  not  be  tax  deductable, 
but  research  expenditure  should  be;  and 
a  European  study  of  pharmaceutical 
patents  should  be  undertaken  with  a  view 
to  providing  protection  for  inventors  but 
also  avoiding  abuse  of  monopoly 
positions. 

An  appendix  to  the  report  gives  a  list 
of  principles  applicable  to  the  proper  use 
of  medicines  by  the  public,  and  it  is 
suggested  that  suitable  leaflets  on  these 
lines  be  produced.  The  UK  was  not 
represented  on  the  working  party. 
*  Abuse  of  Medicines,  European  Public 
Health  Committee  working  party,  HM 
Stationery  Office,  £070. 


Computer  aids  ordering  of  pharmaceuticals 


Unichem  have  launched  what  they  believe 
to  be  "the  most  advanced  computer  system 
yet  to  be  devised  for  Britain's  independent 
retail  pharmacists." 

The  system,  codenamed  "Operation 
WOLF"  (warehouse  on  line  facilities), 
enables  the  retailer  to  know  instantly 
whether  a  medical  item  ordered  is  in  stock. 
A  "telesales"  girl  phones  a  customer  for 
his  order  and  types  it  on  to  a  keyboard 
linked  to  a  computer  at  Unichem  head- 
quarters, Morden,  Surrey.  As  each  item  is 
taken,  the  computer  reports  back  on  a 
visual  display  unit  resembling  a  television 
screen,  whether  the  ;ine  ordered  is  in 
stock.  If  not,  the  customer  can  be  told 
immediately  what  alternatives  are  avail- 
able. 

The  computer  prints  out  a  typed  order 
in  the  form  of  an  invoice  showing  the 
recommended  retail  price,  the  net  cost  and 
the  VAT.  The  order,  with  the  items  listed 
alphabetically  to  speed  the  process,  is  then 
assembled  in  the  warehouse.  Any  items 


which  have  become  out  of  stock  in  the 
short  time  between  the  "telesales"  girl 
taking  the  order  and  the  warehouse  receiv- 
ing it,  can  be  referred  back  to  the  customer 
who  is  immediately  credited  for  goods  not 
received.  Similarly,  Unichem  promise 
credit  notes  within  24  hours  for  goods 
returned. 

The  customer  then  receives  the  invoice 
with  the  goods,  thereby  cutting  out  the 
need  for  delivery  notes.  Orders  for 
Controlled  Drugs  are  printed  out  on 
separate  invoices. 

The  system  is  already  working  success- 
fully at  the  Kingston-upon-Thames  branch. 
Unichem  hope  eventually  to  have  all  their 
depots  computer-linked  and  the  system 
extended  to  include  non-medical  products. 
Mr  Peter  Dodd,  managing  director,  feels 
the  costs  of  £100,000  annually  to  "com- 
puterise" Unichem's  11  depots  will  be 
compensated  for  by  the  savings  in  clerical 
staff  and,  hopefully,  the  increase  in 
customers.  . 


Unichem's 
"telesales"  girl 
punches  out 
details  of  the 
customer's  order 
on  her  computer- 
linked  keyboard 
and  television 
screen. 
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Rhanbarth  Cymru  inaugural  conference 


A  ST  MS  ready  for  more 
pharmacist  members 


A  bid  to  extend  membership  of  the 
Association  of  Scientific.  Technical  and 
Managerial  Staffs  to  industry.  Boots 
employees  and  even  proprietor  pharma- 
cists, was  made  by  Mr  J.  Mercer.  ASTMS 
divisional  otlicer,  last  weekend. 

Mr  Mercer  was  speaking  at  the 
inaugural  conference  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  Welsh  region.  Rhanbarth 
Cymru.  when  the  subject  was  "trade 
unionism  or  professionalism  in  phar- 
macy." Reviewing  how  hospital  pharma- 
cists had  gained  since  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists  had  joined  ASTMS, 
he  said  they  were  now  near  their  true 
level  of  financial  reward.  With  the  salaries 
to  be  agreed  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Whitley  Council  meeting  on  June  25. 
the  basic  grade's  salary  scale  would  have 
increased  by  £1,300  at  the  lowest  level  and 
£1,803  at  the  highest  point;  that  of  a  staff 
pharmacist  rising  by  £2,139  to  £2,445.  and 
a  principal  pharmacist's  by  £2.703  to 
£4,065.  There  had  also  been  increases  in 
eave  and  other  incidentals.  He  felt  that 
wages  in  Britain  were  generally  not  high 
enough,  and  level;  similar  to  those  in  the 
USA  should  be  aimed  for. 

Mr  Mercer  suggested  that  other 
pharmacists  should  join  the  union.  The 
major  area  would  be  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  where  employees,  whether 
pharmacists  or  not,  needed  the  protection 
of  an  association.  The  next  group  was  the 
pharmacists  employed  by  Boots — they 
were  currently  "flirting"  with  collective 
organisation.  Proprietor  pharmacists  were 
eligible  too  for  membership  as  individuals 
and  some  were  members.  Others  could  not 
see  themselves  in  a  union,  and  "some  of 
course  would  want  to  preserve  their 
existing  position  of  rapidly  eroding 
gentility,  gradual  economic  impoverish- 
ment and  despair  of  ever  putting  it  right." 

Need  for  strength 

His  argument  was,  and  would  always 
remain,  that  if  pharmacists  wanted  to 
move  or  even  retain  their  economic 
position  then  they  had  to  be  strong  and 
powerful.  "You  are  strong  and  powerful 
in  one  sense,  that  is  you  are  100  per  cent 
organised  In  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
But  in  other  areas  you  are  weak  and 
defenceless  and  backward-looking;  until 
you  realise  that  your  economic  well-being, 
your  professional  position,  your  job  satis- 
faction, your  job  security  and  promotion 
prospects  are  really  one  and  the  same, 
you'll  still  be  talking  in  20  years'  time 
about  the  same  problems  you  talked  about 
20  years  ago." 

Mr  Mercer  said  he  wanted  to  encourage 
fully  the  role  of  the  Society  in  hospital 
pharmacy  from  a  professional  point  of 
view,  and  he  felt  that  only  good  could 
come  from  that  role.  Pay,  conditions, 
prospects,  pensions,  job  descriptions,  pro- 


motions and  establishment  levels  in  the 
managed  service  were  ASTMS's  preroga- 
tive, Mr  Mercer  pointed  out.  Every  other 
matter  was  the  Society's  responsibility. 
Training  was  a  "tripartite"  situation,  in 
which  the  Society,  the  Department  of 
Health  and  ASTMS  would  hold  views. 

On  th;  question  of  industrial  action.  Mr 
Mercer  said  that  anything  which  hurt  the 
public  was  counterproductive.  For  retail 
pharmacy  the  "employer"  was  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  and  any  action  should  be 
directed  that  way.  Trade  unions  looked  at 
what  could  be  done,  when  it  could  be 
done,  whether  it  would  be  successful,  and 
the  timing.  Summing  up,  he  said  that 
pharmacy  had  nothing  to  fear  from  trade 
unionism  but  fear  itself. 

Use  of  muscle' 

Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe,  chairman.  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  Executive,  quoted 
Mr  Mercer's  speech  to  the  Guild's  branch 
delegate,  meeting  in  February  when  he 
had  said  "the  intelligent  use  of  muscle 

the  most  efficient  use  of  strength."  Mr 
Sharpe  asked:  "But  who  is  to  judge  what 
is  'intelligent  use  of  muscle'  in  any 
particular  set  of  circumstances?"  It 
seemed  to  him  that  pharmacists  were  un- 
likely to  take  "meaningful  action"  which 
would  inevitably  affect  the  patient. 

The  profession  consisted  of  both 
employers  and  employees,  and  the 
Society's  Council  did  not  differentiate 
between  the  groups  "in  any  respect." 
The  Society  was  concerned  with  economic, 
social  and  professional  status,  in  contrast 
to  a  trade  union  which  was  concerned 
almost  entirely  with  economic  advance- 
ment. The  standard  of  practice  on  the 
continent  was  often  envied  in  Britain,  but 
in  the  short  and  medium  terms  traditional 
pharmacy  would  continue,  he  felt. 

"I  would  submit  that  elevation  of  our 
professional  status  should  be  one  of  our 
main  objectives.  But  this  elevation  can 
only   result   ultimately   from   the  service 


offered  by  the  individual  pharmacist  and 
to  some  extent  this  service  will  depend 
upon  our  professional  standing.  If  we  are 
to  gain  advantage  for  our  members 
success  can  only  follow  demonstrated 
public  benefit.  Consequently  the  current 
controversy  over  personal  control  and 
direct  supervision  should  not  be  viewed 
narrowly  as  being  an  inconvenience  to 
the  practising  pharmacist,  but  as  a 
demonstrable  attempt  to  protect  the  public 
from  the  abuse  of  medicines." 

Pharmacists'  inability  to  get  widespread 
publicity  and  impact  should  not  be  con- 
fused with  their  standing  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public,  he  warned.  Mr  Sharpe  also 
submitted  that  pharmacy  was  an  occu- 
pation which  had  achieved  a  special 
prestige  in  society,  and  that  went  hand- 
m-hand  with  special  responsibilities  to  the 
public.  Those  responsibilities  did  not  start 
and  end  with  money. 

Jenkin  judgment 

Mr  D.  Lewis,  secretary  and  registrar, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  explained  how  the 
Jenkin  judgment  in  1920  limited  the 
activities  of  the  Society.  However  it  was 
not  recorded  at  the  time  why  the  "test 
case''  had  been  brought.  Nearly  all  the 
relevant  documents  had  been  destroyed, 
but  enough  remained  to  allow  Mr  Lewis 
to  guess  at  why  the  action  was  taken. 

The  true  reason  did  not  emerge  until 
1926  he  suggested.  The  case  was  to  be  the 
first  step  in  separating  the  educational  and 
administrative  functions  of  the  Society 
from  the  business  side.  A  new  Pharmacy 
Act  would  then  be  obtained  setting  up  a 
Pharmacy  Board  to  be  responsible  for 
registration,  examination,  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  and  all  professional  matters. 
What  remained  of  the  Society's  functions 
would  leave  it  free  to  combine  all  the 
Retail  Pharmacists'  Union  (now  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union)  and  its 
associated  organisations  to  represent  the 
business  side  of  pharmacy. 

The  first  part  of  the  plan,  the  test  case, 
succeeded,  but  the  remainder  was  not 
even  tried.  That  was  because  the 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  of  1933  was 
quite  different  from  what  had  been  envis- 
aged in  1920,  converting  the  Society  from 
a  voluntary  body  to  a  statutory  body, 
creating  disciplinary  machinery,  taking 
away  the  right  of  designating  substances 
as  poisons,  etc.  "By  1937  it  was  finally 
accepted  that  developments  in  pharmacy 
and  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Society  had  made  the  great  plan  impos- 
sible to  implement."  In  Mr  Lewis'  view. 


The  Rhanbarth  Cymru  Committee  with,  standing  second  left,  Mr  G.  S.  Wood, 
marketing  services  manager,  Parke  Davis  &  Co.  who  presented  the  region  with  a 
chairman's  chain  of  office  on  behalf  of  his  company 
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Mr  H.  W.  Davies 
( right)  presents  a 
gavel  previously 
owned  by  the 
United  Chemists 
of  Wales 
Association  to 
Mr  P.  Jenkins, 
chairman, 
Rhanbarth  Cymru, 
at  the  Welsh 
Region's  inaugural 
conference  on 
Sunday. 


New  hospital  settlement  this  month? 


the  Society  was  still  prevented  by  (he 
1 920  judgment  from  acting  as  a  union. 

During  the  discussion  Mr  A.  Howells, 
the  Society's  new  treasurer  and  also 
Rhanbarth  Cymru  Committee  member, 
thought  that  retail  pharmacists  could  not 
afford  to  go  to  the  ultimate  of  withdraw- 
ing their  services  because  a  large  chain 
company  had  stated  that  it  would  not  take 
part  when  such  action  was  suggested 
during  Mr  Enoch  Powell's  time  as 
Minister  of  Health.  The  profession  was 
"saddled  with''  company  pharmacy,  and 
that  was  the  fault  of  previous  Councils.  It 
was  no  use  the  employee  being  a  member 
of  a  trade  union  when  the  contractor  was 
the  one  recognised  by  the  government.  He 
asked  if  there  was  any  strike  action  which 
did  not  hurt  the  public. 

Mr  Mercer  replied  that  in  ASTMS  dis- 
putes with  the  Department  an  emergency 
service  for  life  and  death  situations  was 
provided.  He  felt  that  most  of  a  pharma- 
cist's work  involved  "routine"  medications. 
He  foresaw  that  retail  pharmacists  would 
find  it  increasingly  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  employ  other  pharmacists 
because  of  the  level  of  wages,  etc,  and 
pointed  out  that  that  situation  in  the  USA 
was  dealt  with  by  the  formation  of 
"friendly  societies"  in  which  the  employee 
and  proprietor  were  indistinguishable. 

Withdrawal  irresponsible' 

Mrs  Linda  Stone  felt  that  pharmacists 
were  not  in  a  position  to  judge  whether  a 
"routine"  medication  was  life  supporting; 
it  was  "totally  irresponsible"  to  think  of 
action  to  withdraw  services.  Supporting 
her,  Mr  Sharpe  said:  "I  don't  think  that 
hospital  or  general  practice  pharmacists 
will  ever  withdraw  their  labour."  Mr 
Mercer  hoped  hospital  pharmacists  would 
never  go  on  strike,  but  added  that  people 
should  not  say  they  would  never  take 
such  action.  Nobody  thought  doctors  in 
Italy  and  Belgium,  and  hospital  pharma- 
cists in  New  York,  would  strike  until 
they  did. 

Dr  D.  H.  Maddock  felt  that  hospital 
pharmacists  were  to  get  a  rise  anyway 
because  of  the  Noel  Hall  Report  when 
they  joined  ASTMS.  He  was  worried 
about  "a  change  of  emphasis"  in  the  trade 
union  movement,  and  if  the  union  came 
cut  against  the  pricing  policy  of  multi- 
national drug  companies,  would  hospital 
pharmacists  have  to  take  action? 

Mr  Mercer  replied  that  hospital 
pharmacists'  policy  was  decided  by  the 
members  of  the  Guild  section,  not  by 
officials.  The  policies  were  their's  to  make, 
subject  to  the  annual  national  delegates 
meeting.  That  meeting  this  year,  he 
added,  had  decided  that  ASTMS's  policy 
was  now  opposed  to  private  medical  prac- 
tice both  within  and  outside  the  NHS. 
Replying  to  a  point  from  Mr  Lewis,  Mr 
Mercer  said  he  was  "very  much  con- 
cerned" with  the  increasing  power  of 
multinational    companies    in  pharmacy. 

Mr  Sharpe  replied  to  a  questioner  who 
accused  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Con- 
tractors) Committee  of  being  weak.  He 
said  the  Committee  had  a  small  team  of 
negotiators  who  specialised  in  such  work, 
and  the  Committee  members  were  aware 
that  pharmacists  would  not  withdraw  their 
labour.  He  felt  that  Mr  Mercer  would 
not  be  able  to  obtain  anything  better  for 
retail  pharmacy  than  the  Committee. 


NHS  clinical  psychologists  settled  their 
pay  claim  with  the  Department  of  Health 
last  week,  leaving  the  way  open  for  an 
agreement  on  hospital  pharmacists' 
salaries  later  this  month. 

The  clinical  psychologists'  settlement 
was  on  the  basis  of  scales  offered  by  the 
management  side  of  the  Whitley  Council 
(C&D.  May  24,  p693).  However,  their 
negotiators  are  to  approach  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Service  on  claims  for 
a  further  increment  on  the  grade  III  scale 
(to  which  that  of  the  principal  pharma- 
cist is  equated)  and  for  five  week's 
annual  leave.  The  scale,  which  under  a 
previous  agreement  will  also  be  given  to 
hospital  pharmacists,  would  mean:  basic 
grade  pharmacist  £3,078-£3,933,  staff 
pharmacist  £4,437-£5,697  and  principal 
pharmacist  £5,844-£7,824. 

The  scales  will  be  discussed  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley 
Council  on  June  25.  Other  discussion  is 
due  to  include  the  question  of  amending 
the  operative  date  from  March  l  to  April 
!  to  bring  it  into  line  with  clinical 
psychologists,  and  negotiations  on  the 
salaries  of  hospital  grades  above  principal 
and  NHS  pharmaceutical  officers. 

NHS  scripts  in  England 
total  227m  in  1974 

The  total  number  of  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed by  chemist  contractors  in  England 
during  1974  was  227  5m  (143m  forms) 
according  to  the  latest  figures  from  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority.  Total  cost 
for  the  year  was  £229,728.895 — an  average 
of  £1  009  per  prescription.  The  figures  for 
December  1974  are:  23,193,895  prescrip- 
tions (14.365.849  forms)  dispensed  at  a 
total  cost  of  £24,638,929  (£106  a 
prescription). 

Independent  chemists' 
sales  up  by  half  in  April 

Retail  sales  by  chemists  and  photographic 
goods  dealers  in  April  advanced  41  per 
cent  over  the  previous  year,  with  those 
for  independent  chemists  rising  by  50  per 
cent.  This  compares  with  a  rise  of  33  per 
cent  for  businesses  generally  (independents 


28  per  cent)  and  the  index  for  all  chemists 
is  now  177  (1971  =  100)  with  that  for 
independent  chemists  169.  The  new  index 
for  retailers  generally  is  177  with  that  for 
independents  161.  Figures  for  multiple 
and  Co-operative  society  chemists  are  not 
given  and  the  calculations  do  not  include 
NHS  receipts. 

The  final  seasonally  adjusted  index  of 
retail  sales  volume  in  April  is  120  2  (1971 
=  100),  about  10  per  cent  above  the  March 
level.  The  Department  of  Industry,  who 
compile  the  statistics,  say  that  sales  in 
April  would  have  been  influenced  by  the 
Budget  announcement  of  the  higher  rate 
of  Value  added  tax  for  some  items  from 
May. 

Advice  on  glyceryl 
trinitrate  tablets 

New  recommendations  on  the  container 
to  be  used  when  dispensing  glyceryl  trinit- 
rate tablets  are  given  in  the  British  Pharm- 
acopoeia 1973  Addendum  1975  published 
last  week  (HM  Stationery  Office,  Atlantic 
House,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London  EC  IP 
1 BN,  £5). 

It  is  now  recommended  that  the  tablets 
are  protected  from  light  and  stored  below 
25°C  in  a  glass  container  with  a  screw 
closure  lined  with  aluminium  or  tin  foil. 
Packing  that  absorbs  glyceryl  trinitrate 
should  be  avoided,  the  containers  should 
hold  no  more  than  100  tablets  and  an 
expiry  date  should  be  given  on  the  label. 

Special  requirements  for  injections  in 
plastic  containers  of  500ml  or  more  have 
been  extended  to  include  containers  of 
not  less  than  50ml  and  a  test  for  solution 
i  ate  has  been  added  to  (he  monograph  on 
digoxin  tablets. 


C&D  printing,  delivery 

An  industrial  dispute  in  the  printing 
industry  may  cause  some  items  to 
appear  out  of  their  customary  position 
in  the  issue;  delivery  may  also  be 
delayed.  Advertisers  and  contributors 
are  asked  to  treat  latest  copy  times  as 
advanced  by  24-hours  until  the  dispute 
is  settled. 
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Woman  tops 
Scottish 
Executive  poll 

Dr  Mary  Dawson,  senior  lecturer,  de- 
partment of  pharmaceutical  technology, 
Strathclyde  University,  has  topped  the 
poll  in  this  week's  election  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Scottish  Ex- 
ecutive. Another  woman.  Mrs  Betty 
Montgomery  has  been  elected  onto  the 
Executive  as  have  Mr  K.  J.  Gray  and 
Mr  I.  M.  W.  Caldwell.  Mr  G.  W.  Allan 
has  lost  his  seat,  the  other  vacancies 
occurring  through  retiring  members  not 
standing:  The  voting  figures  were: 


ELECTED: 

Daw  son  \1  447 

Blyfie  C.  R.  365 

Wallace  D.  C.  C.  36 1 

Montgomery  B.  C.  323 

Gray  K.J.  '  319 

Caldwell  I.  M.  W.  317 
NOT  ELECTED: 

Swanson  I.  S.  312 

Allan  G.  W.  300 

Stewart  K.  B.  297 

Brodie  R.  A.  262 

Lawrie  W  K.  202 

DriverS.  174 


Some  2,829  voting  papers  were  issued 
and  898  were  returned;  six  were  declared 
invalid. 

Nurses  to  prescribe  'pill' 
at  new  trial  clinic 

The  Department  of  Health  is  to  finance 
an  experimental  family  planning  clinic 
where  nurses  will  be  able  to  prescribe  and 
fit  all  forms  of  contraceptives  currently  in 
use. 

The  two-year  project  will  be  based  at 
King's  College  Hospital,  London,  to  assess 
the  feasibility  of  using  specially  trained 
nurses  to  give  family  planning  advice.  A 
doctor  will  retain  overall  responsibility 
and  countersign  prescriptions. 

The  Department  has  emphasised  that 
the  new  clinic  would  not  in  any  way 
anticipate  the  results  of  a  working  group 
established  recently  (C&D,  January  18, 
p79)  on  the  distribution  and  supervision  of 
oral  contraceptives. 

CSM  warns  on  hormonal 
pregnancy  tests 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
have  written  to  all  UK  doctors  warning 
of  a  possible  link  between  hormonal 
pregnancy  tests  and  increased  congenital 
abnormalities.  They  recommend  that  these 
preparations  should  not  normally  be  used 
to  diagnose  pregnancy. 

The  possible  hazards  emerged  in  pre- 
liminary findings  from  a  wider  study  of 
the  relationship  between  congenital  ab- 


normalities and  use  of  drugs  in  pregnancy. 
The  Committee  have  already  published  an 
earlier  warning  letter  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  but  the  final  results  of  the  study 
will  be  made  known  later  this  year. 

The  Committee  have  advised  the  health 
departments  to  ensure  that  the  indication 
of  pregnancy  diagnosis  is  not  included  in 
licences  for  these  oestrogen /progestogen 
preparations  and  that  all  the  promotional 
literature  carries  a  warning  about  their 
possible  hazards  in  pregnancy. 

Hormone  preparations  mentioned  as 
being  used  at  some  time  for  this  purpose 
include  Amenorone,  Norlestrin,  Norlutin- 
A,  Orasecron,  and  Primodos,  and  the 
Committee  point  out  that  some  of  these 
products  will  still  be  marketed  for  certain 
conditions  in  non-pregnant  women. 
□  Schering  Chemicals  Ltd  say  that  several 
years  ago  they  accepted  the  argument  that 
immunological  pregnancy  tests  were  pre- 
ferable to  hormone  tests  and  have  not 
lecommcnded  Primodos  for  pregnancy 
diagnosis  since  that  decision. 

Adhesive  warning  labels  are  available 
from  them  at  The  Brow,  Burgess  Hill, 
West  Sussex,  saying:  Warning.  Not  to  be 
Taken  Duiung  Pregnancy.  A  possibility 
exists  of  an  association  between  the  use 
of  Primodos  during  early  pregnancy  and 
an  increased  incidence  of  congenital  ab- 
normalities. Because  of  this  possible 
hazard,  Primodos  must  not  be  taken  unless 
it  is  certain  that  the  patient  is  not 
pregnant. 

Gripe  water  'unlikely'  to 
lead  to  alcoholism 

Manufacturers  have  denied  suggestions 
that  taking  gripe  water  could  lead  to 
alcoholism. 

The  Avon  Council  on  Alcoholism's 
annual  report  describes  a  woman  who 
disapproved  of  alcoholic  drinks  but 
unwittingly  became  an  alcoholic  by  drink- 
ing four  to  six  bottles  of  gripe  water  daily 
for  digestive  disorders.  The  report  warns 
that  most  gripe  waters  have  twice  the 
alcohol  content  of  the  average  beer. 


A  pre-filled  syringe  which  permits  two 
potentially  incompatible  medicaments  to 
be  mixed  immediately  prior  to  injection 
was  described  at  a  seminar  on  pre-filling 
in  Grenoble,  France,  last  week.  The 
seminar  was  one  of  a  number  being 
arranged  by  Becton,  Dickinson  &  Co's 
European  division  to  show  the  latest 
developments  in  their  Hypack  pre-filling 
system  to  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 

Operation  of  the  two-component  syringe 
is  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  diagrams. 
When  the  piston  is  depressed  the  medica- 
ment farthest  from  the  needle  is  forced 
through  a  by-pass  moulded  into  the  wall 
of  the  glass  barrel.  Once  the  two  rubber 
pistons  are  in  contact,  further  pressure 
forces  the  mixed  injection  into  the  needle. 
The  makers  say  the  syringe  may  also  be 
used  for  pre-filling  and  subsequently  pre- 
mixing  powders  (including  freeze-dried) 
with  their  solvents. 

Becton-Dickinson  reported  to  the  seminar 
the  availability  from  various  equipment 
manufacturers  of  machinery  to  clean,  as- 
semble and  fill  their  Hypack  syringe  range. 


A  spokesman  from  Sanitas  told  C&D 
that  it  was  "a  litle  far-fetched"  to  assume 
people  would  begin  drinking  gripe  water 
in  preference  to  conventional  alcoholic 
drinks.  A  1972  Which?  report  had  quoted 
the  alcoholic  content  of  some  beers  as 
being  similar  to  that  of  Woodward's  gripe 
water  (4  92  per  cent),  which  taken  in  the 
recommended  dose  eight  times  in  24  hours 
would  be  about  the  same  as  taking  two 
ounces  of  beer  in  24  hours.  The  idea  that 
giving  alcohol  at  an  early  age  may  pre- 
dispose some  people  to  alcoholism  was 
an  "unproven  opinion". 

Similarly,  a  spokesman  from  Beecham 
Proprietaries,  said  four  bottles  of 
Dinnefords  gripe  mixture,  which  used 
5  28  per  cent  alcohol  as  a  preservative, 
would  be  about  equivalent  to  two  and  a 
half  pints  of  beer  and  he  found  it  difficult 
to  believe  that  the  woman's  symptoms 
could  be  attributed  to  the  "grossly  ab- 
normal" intake  of  gripe  mixture.  Neither 
manuiaclurer  saw  any  reason  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  alcohol. 

Mr  John  Ferguson,  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  spoke  on 
television  and  radio  programmes  on 
Monday  to  reassure  mothers  that  there 
was  no  need  for  concern  provided  they 
gave  their  children  no  more  than  the 
recommended  doses. 

No  payment  for  collecting 
VAT  warning 

The  Customs  and  Excise  have  warned 
VAT  traders  that  there  is  no  provision  in 
the  law  for  the  trader  to  receive  from 
the  Customs  and  Excise  any  amount  in 
payment  for  the  cost  to  him  of  meeting 
VAT  requirements.  Therefore  anyone  who 
includes  such  expenses  in  a  VAT  return 
"would  be  furnishing  an  incorrect  return 
and  if  this  resulted  in  an  under-payment 
of  VAT  or  an  excessive  repayment, 
Customs  and  Excise  would  be  bound  to 
recover  the  sum  in  question  and  to  con- 
sider whether  an  offence  had  been 
committed",  according  to  a  notice  issued 
last  week. 


They  also  have  pilot-scale,  hand-operated 
units  which  they  suggest  may  be  used  for 
feasibility  studies.  Details  may  be  obtained 
in  the  UK  from  Becton-Dickinson — UK 
Ltd,  York  House,  Empire  Way,  Wembley, 
Middlesex  HA9  OPS. 


Mixing  facility  in  a  pre-filled  syringe 
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People 


Mr  M.  L.  Cashman,  FPSI,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
P.  C.  Cahill  &  Co  Ltd,  Dublin.  Mr 
Cashman  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  As 
a  past  president  of  the  Society  he  was 
responsible  for  the  Cashman  Report,  an 
in-depth  study  of  pharmacy  past  and 
present.  He  chaired  and  steered  the 
negotiations  with  the  Department  of 
Health  which  led  to  the  new  distribution 
system  for  medicines  through  community 
pharmacies.  Mr  Cashman,  who  was  born 
in  Killarney,  co  Kerry,  and  educated  at 
CUS  Leeson  Street,  Dublin,  was  for  12 
years  an  alderman  of  Dublin  Corporation. 

Mr  William  E.  Woolley,  CBE,  JP,  MPS, 

chairman,  Cupal  Ltd,  has  been  made  a 
deputy  lieutenant  for  the  County  of 
Lancashire. 

Deaths 

Dunne:  Recently,  Mr  M.  W.  Dunne, 
Wilingdon,  Sussex.  Mr  Dunne  was  a 
representative  for  Coty  Ltd  in  Northern 
England  for  some  27  years. 

News  in  brief 

□  A  new  method  of  pregnancy  testing, 
which  uses  radioactive  isotopes  to  monitor 
changes  in  chorionic  gonadotrophin  levels 
in  the  urine  when  antibodies  are  added, 
has  been  developed  at  St.  Bartholomews' 
Hospital,  London.  The  test,  shown  on 
BBC  television's  Tomorrow's  World  last 
week,  gives  conclusive  results  only  one 
week  after  conception. 

□  Two  further  doctors  have  been  granted 
exemption  from  the  handwriting  require- 
ments of  Regulation  15  (1)  (b)  of  the 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations  1973.  They 
are:  Dr  T.  A.  Jones,  University  College 
Hospital,  Drug  Dependence  Clinic,  122 
Hampstead  Road,  London  NW1  2LT  and 
(until  June  30,  1975)  Dr  A.  L.  King,  All 
Saints  Drug  Addiction  Unit,  All  Saints 
Hospital,  Lodge  Road,  Birmingham  B18 
5SD.  These  names  should  be  added  to 
the  list  published  recently  (C&D,  May 
17,  p679). 


Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Election 


The  democratic  voice  of  pharmacy  has  spoken  with  conviction  over  the  past 
week  or  two,  both  in  annual  conclave  and  through  the  process  of  the 
existing  machinery  for  electing  its  members  of  Council.  Next  year  there 
will  be  a  modified  system  of  election  designed  to  provide  what  has  been 
felt  will  be  a  truer  expression  of  the  electors'  will.  It  may  be  that  had  such 
a  system  been  operative  this  year,  we  should  still  have  had  the  same 
members  who  lost  their  place  at  the  election.  Alternatively,  we  might  have 
had  seven  new  faces  at  table.  Who  can  tell?  But  there  are  curious  and 
unexplained  upsurges  among  the  electorate  at  recurring  and  irregular 
intervals,  and  the  reasons  have  not  always  been  apparent. 

Now  after  electing  a  new  president,  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Council 
will  be  to  co-opt  someone  in  place  of  the  late  Mr  D.  E.  Sparshott,  and  in  that 
they  have  a  free  hand,  for  they  are  not  bound  by  rules  or  precedent.  It  may 
seem,  on  the  surface,  that  the  obvious  choice,  in  the  circumstances,  would 
be  Mr  C.  C.  Stevens,  since  he  is  runner-up,  though  I  should  be  extremely 
surprised  if,  having  been  "rejected"  by  the  electorate,  Mr  Stevens  would 
consider  for  one  moment  returning  in  such  manner. 

For  the  same  reasons,  it  may  be  felt  that  the  same  principle  applies  to  the 
two  other  members  of  Council  who  failed  to  secure  the  support  of  the 
electorate.  Now  we  shall  watch  with  considerable  interest  the  impact  of 
the  newcomers  who  have  all  expressed  strong  convictions,  and  are  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  attempting  to  influence  the  views  of  their  colleagues. 

Democracy 

Democracy  again  had  its  way  at  the  annual  meeting  and,  not  for  the  first 
time,  has  let  it  be  known  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council,  although 
duly  elected  as  an  executive  body,  does  well  to  take  its  members  along 
with  it.  The  lesson  was  driven  home  that,  so  far  as  branch  areas  are 
concerned,  it  does  not  follow  that  what  central  Government  decides  to  do 
with  its  boundaries  is  necessarily  the  correct  thing  for  branches  of  the 
Society,  and  Dr  P.  F.  L.  Boreham.  in  proposing  his  motion,  gave  good 
reason  why  they  need  not  be  conterminous.  That  is  not  to  say  that  existing 
arrangements  should  not  be  changed,  but  the  change  should,  as  was  said, 
take  account  of  the  knowledge  and  feelings  of  those  on  the  spot.  Those 
present  were  emphatic  that  Council  should  look  again,  and  that  will  be  done. 

A  motion  concerning  canvassing  by  candidates  for  Council  also  found 
support  from  the  annual  meeting.  It  was  felt  that  they  were  being  deprived, 
to  some  extent,  of  pleading  their  cause  because  of  limited  opportunity.  It  is 
an  old  complaint,  and  there  might  just  be  reason  for  giving  the  contestants 
full  rein,  even  if  it  might  conceivably  ruin  their  chances  at  the  polls.  I  have 
never  attached  a  great  deal  of  importance  to  electoral  addresses — it  might 
be  kinder  to  leave  photographs  out  of  the  activities  of  the  candidate  at 
branch  meetings,  representative  meetings  and  contributions  to  the  Press 
on  matters  of  professional  importance,  regardless  of  where  he  is  employed. 

But,  as  you  have  probably  guessed,  picking  my  winners  in  such  manner 
has  not  been  consistently  successful.  But  that  is  democracy,  and  all — 
Council  and  members — must  take  special  pains  to  observe  it. 


□  A  new  edition  of  its  pocket  guide  to 
the  UK  chemical  industry  is  now  available 
free  from  the  Chemical  Industries  Associa- 
tion, 93  Albert  Embankment,  London  SE1 
7TU.  The  guide  includes  details  of  sales 
exports,  growth  rates,  return  on  capital, 
output  per  employee,  and  the  industry's 
safety  record. 


□  The  Food  Standards  Committee  was 
to  hold  its  annual  out-of-London  meeting 
in  Kendal,  Cumbria,  this  week  in  con- 
nexion with  its  current  review  of  the  need 
for  standards  or  other  controls  on  the 
composition  and  description  of  infant 
foods.  The  Committee  was  to  visit  Glaxo- 
Farley  laboratories  at  Mint  Bridge,  Kendal. 
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Griptight  Soothers 
The  safest  profit  you've  ever  made! 


Mush  master 


nursery  soft... 
nursery  safe... 


Griptight 


SOOTH6R 


You  only  have  to  look  at  the  unique  world-patented 
design  of  these  soothers  to  know  they're  something 
entirely  different.We  call  it  nursery  safe. They  are 
boilable  for  hygiene  and  ultra-strong  for  safety. 

The  result  of  three  years  specialist 
research  by  Lewis  Woolf  scientists 
and  technicians,  they  set  standards  / 
which  more  than  meet  all  known  M 
international  regulations  aimed 
at  setting  new  health  and 
safety  standards.  / 

Just  look  at  this. 

Flexi-Ring  Safety  Soothers:  j 
Retailer's  profit  margin  excluding 
VAT:  40%. 

So  you're  on  safe  ground 
when  you  order  the  new  Griptight 
Soothers. 

And  we're  pleased  to  announce  that 
due  to  increased  capacity  at  our  new  factory  you  can 
confidently  place  your  order  now  for  certain  delivery. 


The  Griptight  Safety  Range— Available  in  a 
big  choice  of  bright, colourful  packaging. 
Flexi-Ring  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister  packs, 2  dozen 
on  display  cards  or  3  dozen  in  display  boxes. 
Hushmaster  All  Rubber  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister 
packs  or  1  dozen  on  display  cards. 

Orthodontic  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister  packs. 
The  Griptight  Flexi-Ring  Rattle  Soother  in  individual 
header  cards  or  blister  packs. 

Of  course,  now  that  we  are  clearing  the  supply 
backlog  Griptight's  traditional  polystyrene  soothers 
with  cherry  and  olive  teats  are  freely  available. 


The  usual  excellent  discounts  apply. 


Griptight 

Profit  with  safely. 


Don't  forget  the  other  fast  sellers  from 
Lewis  Woolf  Griptight:  Freflo  bottles  and  teats, Super  Sof'down 
and  Sof'down  throw-away  nappies;  and  Sof'down  tiepants. 
Order  now  from  your  usual  Wholesaler. 


Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Ltd.,  Home  Sales  Department,  1 44  Oakfield  Road, Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE. 
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New 
products 


Surgical 

Op-site  wound  dressing 

Smith  &  Nephew  Ltd  have  introduced 
Op-site  wound  dressings  for  the  protection 
of  partial  skin  loss  wounds.  The  dressing, 
a  transparent,  elastic,  waterproof,  adhesive 
film  which  is  conformable  and  non-bulky, 
is  said  to  encourage  healing  by  providing 
a  favourable  moist  environment.  It  is 
non-adherent  to  the  moist  wound  surface, 
while  remaining  firmly  attached  to  the 
surrounding  skin. 

Because  the  dressing  is  air  and  moisture 
vapour  permeable,  the  wound  and  sur- 
rounding skin  can  "breathe"  normally,  so 
that  the  dressing  may  be  left  in  place  until 
healing  is  complete  without  the  fear  of 
maceration.  The  10cm  x  14cm  sterile 
dressing  is  double  wrapped  in  individual 
"peel  pouches"  in  dispenser  cartons  of  50 
(£12  50,  trade).  It  is  not  available  on  FP 
10  form  (Smith  &  Nephew  l  td,  Bessemer 
Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Cream  for  contact  lens  wearers 

Eye  1  moisturising  and  cleansing  cream  has 
been  formulated  especially  for  contact 
lens  wearers  (50g,  £1  25).  It  has  a  non- 
greasy  base  and  is  claimed  not  to  cause 
any  grease  film  build-up  on  the  lenses 
which  sometimes  occurs  with  conventional 
creams  (Alcam  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  13 
Kenway  Road,  London  SW5). 

Lipsticks  to  go  with  tan 

Fontarel  have  added  three  new  lipsticks 
(£069)  to  their  range,  each  having  a 
pearly  finish  and  chosen  to  complement 
sun-tanned  complexions.  They  are  called 
Pont  Neuf,  Saint-Germain  and  Le  Bourget 
(Fontarel  Ltd,  Servier  House,  Horsenden 
Lane  South,  Greenford,  Middlesev). 

Remover  with  conditioner 

Leichner  are  introducing  a  nail  enamel 
remover  with  special  conditioner  (£0  39). 
It  is  claimed  to  be  "Non-drying  to  nails 
because  it  contains  a  lanolin  derivative 
which  conditions  nails  and  cuticles,  in- 
offensive because  it's  gently  perfumed, 
highly  efficient  because  it  removes  several 
coats  of  nail  gloss  or  enamel  in  no  time 
at  all."  (L.  Leichner  (London)  Ltd,  436 
Essex  Road,  London  Nl  3PL). 

Miners  range  additions 

The  Miners  range  of  make-up  now 
includes  All  Weather  mascara  (£040), 
which  is  claimed  to  be  smudge  and  water 
resistant,  but  which  can  be  removed 
with  Miners  mascara  remover  or  cold 
cream.  In  two  shades — black  and  browny 
black — the  mascara  comes  in  a  white  pack 
with  a  turquoise  cap  and  graphics.  Other 
new  products  in  the  range  include  jumbo 
nail  polish  remover  (lOScc,  £0  26),  said  to 


be  able  to  strip  off  even  the  darkest  shades 
quickly  without  smudging;  and  deep 
colour  frosted  eye  shiner  (£0  30)  with  a 
high  colour,  low  pearl  content  which 
comes  in  a  clear  tube  in  brown,  grey  or 
grape  shades. 

The  latest  Miners'  shades  include: 
Pearly  nail  polish  (£0  30),  Teachers  Pet 
(a  dust  pink).  Tell  Tale  (a  plum).  Dunce's 
Cap  (a  rich  beige),  and  Playing  Hookie  (a 
rust);  glossy  and  pearly  lipsticks  (swivel 
£030,  push-up  £0  18)  Bully  Brown  (a 
rusty  brown).  Artful  Dodger  (a  smoky 
pink),  and  Brain  Box  (a  rich  plum); 
Magic  Crayons  (£0  30)  pretty  turquoise, 
rich  lavender,  and  silver  blue  (Myram 
Picker  Ltd,  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-Pass, 
Surbiton,  Surrey). 

Patchouli — a  new  extract 

Houbigant  have  launched  Patchouli — "an 
unusual  and  exciting"  fragrance  extract 
from  the  Indian  plant — by  their  Alyssa 
Ashley  division.  It  will  be  in  the  division's 
black,  white  and  silver  packaging. 
Patchouli  is  in  the  form  of  perfumed  oil 
(7-5g,  £1-35)  and  spray  unit  (28g,  £0  85; 
75g,  £125)  (Alyssa  Ashley  division  of 
Houbigant  Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salfords. 
Redhill,  Surrey). 


Resorption 
specialties 


LOESTRIN  20 

Manufacturer  Parke,  Davis  &  Co,  Usk 
Road,  Pontypool,  Gwent  NP4  8YH 
Description  Pale  blue  film-coated  tablet 
containing  norethisterone  acetate  lmg, 
ethinyloestradiol  0  02mg 
Indication  Oral  contraception 
Contraindications  Thrombophlebitis, 
thrombo-embolic  disorders,  cerebral  ap- 
oplexy, or  past  history  of  these  conditions, 
markedly  impaired  liver  function,  known 
or  suspected  carcinoma  of  the  breast, 
known  or  suspected  oestrogen  dependent 
neoplasms,  undiagnosed  abnormal  vaginal 
bleeding,  pregnancy,  young  women  in 
whom  epiphyseal  closure  incomplete 
Dosage  One  daily  for  three  weeks,  fol- 
lowed by  tablet-free  interval  of  one  week 
before  starting  the  next  course.  First  tablet 
should  be  taken  on  fifth  day  of  menstrua- 
tion. If  a  tablet  is  missed  it  should  be 
taken  as  soon  as  remembered.  If  tablets 
are  missed  on  two  consecutive  days,  two 
should  be  taken  daily  for  two  days  and 
then  regular  schedule  resumed — with  ad- 
ditional means  of  contraception  for  seven 
consecutive  days.  If  three  are  missed, 
remainder  should  be  discarded,  a  new 
course  started  seven  days  after  last  tablet 
and  alternative  contraceptive  methods  used 
until  start  of  next  menstrual  cycle 
Precautions  In  most  women  menstrual  flow 
is  reduced  and  occasionally  may  be  missed 
altogether.  This  reduced  flow  is  not  in- 
dicative of  pregnancy  and  patient  should 
be  advised  not  to  interrupt  treatment  for 
this  reason,  but  if  two  consecutive  periods 
are  missed  the  absence  of  pregnancy 
should  be  established  before  continuing. 
Breakthrough  bleeding  occurs  more  often 


in  first  two  or  three  cycles,  but  patient 
should  continue  to  take  tablets.  If  break- 
through bleeding  occurs  after  third  cycle, 
patient  should  consult  her  physician.  Other 
precautions  and  side  effects  as  for  other 
low-dose     oestrogen/progestogen  contra- 
ceptives. See  literature. 
Packs  21  tablets  (£0  33,  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  lune  1975 

PROSTIN  E,  tablets 

Manufacturer  Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way, 
Crawley,  Sussex 

Description    White,    roughly  rectangular 
tablet  marked  "u"   one  side,  containing 
dinoprostone  0  5mg 
Indications  Induction  of  labour 
Contraindications  etc  As  for  Prostin  E2 
oral  solution 

Dosage  According  to  patient,  at  lowest 
level    producing   satisfactory   uterine  re- 
sponse. Initially  0  5mg,  then  usually  0  5mg 
hourly  but  if  uterine  activity  inadequate 
lmg  may  be  given  hourly  until  adequate 
activity  established.  Thereafter  dose  may 
be  reduced  to  0  5mg  hourly.  Maximum 
total  single  dose  1  5mg.  Should  be  taken 
with  small  glass  of  water 
Storage  In  a  refrigerator,  shelf  life  two 
years  when  stored  at  4°C 
Packs  10  tablets  (£8  64  trade) 
Supply    restrictions    Interim  prescription 
only  order.  Available  only  in  hospitals  and 
clinics    with    specialised    obstetric  and 
gynaecological  units 
Issued  June  1975 

DDAVP  DESMOPRESSIN 

Manufacturer  Fernng  Pharmaceuticals,  6 

Staines  Road,  Twickenham,  Middlesex 

Description  Desamino-cys-l-8-D-arginine 

vasopressin  lOOmcg  per  ml  clear  solution 

pH4  with  chlorbutol  preservative 

Indications   Vasopressin   sensitive  cranial 

diabetes  insipidus.  Post  hypophysectomy 

polyuria/polydypsia.  Diagnosis  of  central 

diabetes   insipidus   and   establishment  of 

renal  concentration  capacity 

Dosage  Adults:   usually  10  to  20mcg  in- 

tranasally  once  or  twice  daily.  Children: 

5  to  lOmcg  once  or  twice  daily.  In  infants 

lower  doses  may  be  active 

Precautions  Care  in  pregnancy  although 

oxytocic  effect  very  low.  In  postoperative 

polyuria/polydypsia     immediately  after 

surgery,   dose   should   be   controlled  by 

measuring  urinary  osmolality 

Storage   In    refrigerator,   protected  from 

light.  Shelf  life  two  years 

Packs    Dropper   bottles    of   2  5ml  with 

plastic  catheter  (£8  00  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 

Issued  June  1975 

Notes  DDAVP  is  a  structural  analogue 
of  the  natural  antidiuretic  hormone  with 
increased  duration  of  action  and  antidiure- 
tic activity.  The  pressor  activity  is  reduced 
to  0  01  per  cent  of  the  natural  peptide 


Reformulated  influenza  vaccine 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co  Ltd,  Birkbeck 
Street,  London  E2  6LA,  have  reformu- 
lated their  influenza  vaccine  for  1975/76. 
Each  0  5ml  dose  contains  A/Scot/840/74 
(H3N2)  400iu,  A/PC/1/73  (H3  N2)  400iu, 
B/HK/8/73  360  iu  (0  5ml  ampoule,  £1  20 
trade;  5ml  vial,  £11  00),  and  the  vaccine 
is  now  called  Admune  GB  1160. 
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Photo  papers  change  to  metric 

The  British  Photographic  Manufacturers 
Association  and  the  Photographic  Im- 
porters' Association  have  announced  their 
intention  to  concentrate  on  metric  sizes 
of  photographic  papers  and  to  phase  out 
inch  sizes.  British  Standards  BS  1112  and 
BS  3S22  (Part  2),  published  two  years  ago, 
list  the  new  metric  sizes  for  black-and- 
white  and  colour  papers  and  the  Associa- 
tions point  out  that  most  of  the  sizes  are 
identical  with,  or  very  close  to,  existing 
inch  sizes.  A  few  of  the  current  sizes  will 
no  longer  be  available,  eg  quarter  plate 
and  half-plate,  while  certain  new  sizes  are 
to  be  introduced.  The  changeover,  say  the 
Associations,  will  be  continuous  until  the 
end  of  this  year,  after  which  papers  will 
only  be  offered  in  metric  sizes. 

Additional  Kodak  discounts 

Extra  discounts  on  pocket  Instamatic  400 
and  500  camera  outfits  are  currently  being 
offered  to  dealers  by  Kodak  Ltd.  Station 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts.  The  dis- 
counts— 5  per  cent  on  orders  of  5-9 
outfits,  10  per  cent  on  10  or  more — are 
in  addition  to  normal  order  value  and 
turnover  discounts.  The  offer  is  being 
made  to  stimulate  additional  sales,  because 
the  company's  overseas  commitments 
have  fallen  short  of  expectations,  and  the 
discounts  will  apply  until  the  firm's 
inventory  returns  to  normal  levels. 

New  marketing  arrangement 

Halas  Laboratories  Ltd,  Thorp  Arch 
Trading  Estate,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks  say 
that  a  new  arrangement  has  been  reached 
between  the  company  and  Menley  & 
James  Laboratories,  division  of  Smith 
Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Ltd,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts,  over  the  marketing  of 
Crowes  Cremine  and  Cabdrivers,  Menley 
&  James'  sales  force  are  to  handle  sales 
of  the  products,  but  distribution  and  in- 
voicing will  continue  to  be  carried  out  by 
Halas  Laboratories. 

Optrex  continue  swimming  interest 

Optrex  Ltd,  Wandsworth  Road,  Perivale, 
Middlesex,  have  decided  to  continue  their 
interest  in  amateur  swimming,  and  will 
again  sponsor  the  national  champion- 
ships which  are  being  held  in  Coventry 
August  27-30.  The  company  is  also  to 
present  a  trophy  for  the  team  scoring  the 
most  points. 

Optrex  have  also  announced  three  new 
bursts  of  television  advertising.  The  first, 
which  started  in  London  last  week,  will 
follow  through  nationally  next  week, 
featuring  a  new  seven  second  hayfever 
commercial.  It  will  be  followed  later  with 
films  transmitted  earlier  in  the  year  rotated 
with  a  new  "dry  eyes"  commercial  for  the 
July  and  August  periods. 

Commercial  radio  will  be  used  in  the 
campaign  for  the  first  time.  The  com- 


mercial is  based  on  a  Latin  American 
musical  theme  and,  by  special  arrangement 
it  will  be  transmitted  on  Capital  Radio 
and  London  Broadcasting  as  soon  as  the 
pollen  count  peaks. 

Stock  problem  for  Slender 

Four  weeks  since  the  television  advertising 
campaign  commenced  for  Carnation's  new 
slimming  product,  Slender,  supplies, 
originally  planned  to  last  five  months, 
have  been  virtually  exhausted.  Carnation 
Foods  Co  Ltd,  11  High  Road,  London  N2 
SAW,  say  further  stocks  should  be  avail- 
able towards  the  end  of  June.  The  tele- 
\ision  campaign  will  return  in  mid-July 
with  a  new  commercial,  again  featuring 
actress  Marji  Campi. 

Press  campaign  for  Radial  shaver 

A  "hard  hitting"  Press  campaign,  using 
full  pages  in  many  national  newspapers, 
is  being  launched  this  month  to  promote 
the  newly  introduced  Radial  electric 
shaver  by  Sperry  Remington  Consumer 
Products,  Apex  Tower,  Maiden  Road, 
New  Maiden,  Surrey.  The  campaign  is 
the  "first  shot"  in  what  the  company 
promises  will  be  the  heaviest  promotion 
for  any  Remington  shaver  in  the  firm's 
UK  history.  The  Press  advertisements  in 
Daily  Mirror,  Daily  Mail,  Sun,  Daily 
Record,  Daily  Telegraph  and  Radio  Times 
during  June  and  July,  underline  the  claim 
that  Radial  is  not  just  a  new  shaver,  but 
a  new  shaving  system.  The  copy  line  will 
read  "Today  it's  not  only  what  you  take 
off  that  counts,  but  what  you  leave  on." 

Rescue  roll'  commercial 

A  new  30-second  television  commercial 
showing  the  usefulness  of  Kleenex  Maxi- 
dry  towels  starts  this  week.  The  four-week, 
£81,000  campaign  follows  a  similar  burst 
in  February  by  Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Lark- 
field,  Nr  Maidstone,  Kent,  and  the  com- 
mercials theme  is  that  Maxi-dry  is  a 
"rescue  roll",  with  the  ability  to  absorb 
grease  and  mop-up  spills.  Kimberly-Clark 
claim  the  product  has  already  captured 
a  14  per  cent  brand  share  in  the  £14m 
a  year  kitchen  towel  market  within  six 
months  of  its  national  launch. 

Sanitas  repack  Sweet-breaths 

Sanitas  Group  Sales  Ltd,  Sanitas  House, 
Stockwell  Green,  London  SW9,  have  re- 
packaged their  Sweet-breaths  mouth 
freshener  tablets.  The  new  pack  (£020) 
is  a  plastic  container  with  a  "flip  up"  lid. 

Sanitas  have  also  relaunched  Fix  setting 
lotion  (£0  30).  The  product  comes  in  four 
types:  balsam,  protein,  herb,  lemon,  each 
in  70cc  bottles. 


Vosene  picnic  offer 

Beecham  Toiletries,  Beecham  House, 
Brentford,  Middlesex,  are  currently  pro- 
moling  sales  of  Vosene  with  an  attractive 
"free  picnic  set"  offer  for  consumers.  The 
set,  in  plastic,  comprises  a  sectionalised 
tray,  sealed  sandwich  box  and  a  liquid 
container  with  sealed  lid,  all  in  a  modern 
design,  with  a  choice  of  two  attractive 
colours — orange  or  blue.  An  on-pack 
"flash"  across  the  face  of  the  Vosene 
packs  draws  attention  to  the  offer,  which 
involves  redemption  of  special  coupons 
from  three  standard  sizes  or  two  large 
sizes.  A  range  of  specially  designed 
merchandising  material  has  also  been 
produced  for  the  promotion. 

'  Holidays  with  your  baby"  booklet 

In  time  for  the  holiday  season,  Robinson's 
baby  foods  are  introducing  an  on-pack 
offer  of  a  "Holidays  with  your  baby" 
booklet.  By  sending  in  three  packet  tops 
from  any  of  Robinson's  baby  foods  1  or 
2  or  from  the  baby  cereals,  consumers  will 
be  sent  a  free  copy  of  the  booklet  written 
by  a  medical  journalist  in  association  with 
a  paediatrician.  It  includes  ways  of 
travelling,  likely  illnesses,  feeding  the  baby 
on  holiday  and  a  check  list  of  what  to 
pack. 

The  booklet  follows  the  Mabel  Lucia 
Altwell  theme  which  was  introduced  in 
1974  to  all  Robinson's  baby  food  packs 
and  literature.  Consumers  should  send 
their  packet  tops  with  a  completed  form 
from  the  "Holidays  offer"  packs  to 
Robinsons  "Holidays  with  your  baby" 
offer,  PO  Box  HB1,  Norwich  NR1  2DD. 

Marketing  of  Burley 

Armour-Dial  (GB)  Ltd,  Hampden  Park, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex,  have  taken  sole  re- 
sponsibility for  the  selling  and  marketing 
of  the  Burley  range  of  preparations.  Two 
years  ago  the  range  was  purchased  from 
Shulton  by  Armour-Dial  Inc  of  the  USA 
on  a  world  wide  basis  although  Shulton 
(GB)  Ltd  have  continued  to  handle  the 
range  in  Britain  in  the  interim. 

Accounts  outstanding  for  goods  de- 
spatched by  Shulton  before  the  end  of 
May  will  automatically  appear  on  Shulton 
invoices  and  statements  and  will  be  pay- 
able to  Shulton.  Accounts  for  deliveries 
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from  June  onwards  will  be  invoiced  by 
Armour-Dial  to  whom  all  orders  and 
correspondence  should  be  sent.  The  latter 
company  has  also  established  a  special 
sales  force. 

'Free  sample'  pack 

Bonne  Bell  Ltd,  York  House,  Empire 
Way,  Wembley,  Middlesex  HA9  OPA 
have  produced  a  '"get  it  together"  pack  for 
customers  to  try  another  of  their  range 
of  products  when  they  buy  an  8oz  size  of 
Ten-O-Six  lotion.  Different  packs  include 
a  free  2oz  size  of  one  of  the  following: 
Ten-O-Six  shampoo ,  hair  conditioner. 
Shower  2000  or  Good  Nature  moisturiser. 

4711  on  radio 

Starting  on  June  16,  the  4711  eau  de 
Cologne  message  will  be  broadcast  nation- 
wide through  more  than  500  forty-second 
spots.  Local  radio  stations  have  agreed  to 
mention  retailers  who  stock  the  product 
in  "depth",  at  the  end  of  every  spot.  A 
letter  has  been  sent  to  a  number  of 
retailers  asking  them  whether  they  will 
participate  in  the  campaign.  To  attract 
listeners  to  call  specifically  at  outlets  men- 
tioned in  the  broadcasts,  it  will  be 
mentioned  in  the  advertising  spots  that 
a  handbag  size  of  4711  eau  de  Cologne 
will  be  offered  as  a  free  gift  from  the 
retailer  to  every  customer  who  purchases 
a  promoted  original  bottle  or  aerosol. 
From  Cologne  Perfumery  Ltd,  Telford 
Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants. 

Divident  coupon 

A  further  boost  to  the  television  campaign 
which  launched  Divi-dent  into  London 
after  success  in  Southern  and  Channel 
television  areas  was  given  by  a  consumer 
coupon  in  TV  Times  on  June  5.  The 
coupon  gives  3-p  off  and  with  every 
purchase  there  is  an  offer  of  a  free  denture 
brush  worth  £0  24,  say  Stafford  Miller 
Ltd,  Hatfield,  Herts. 

The  new  Dextrosol  counter  unit,  available 
to  independent  chemists,  accommodates 
six  display  outers  of  Dextrosol  tablets 
allowing  the  full  range  of  flavours  to 
be  offered.  Each  outer  contains  24 
convenient  pop-in-the-pocket  sticks  of 
Dextrosol  tablets  and  the  display  is 
available  from  the  representatives  of 
CPC  (United  Kingdom)  Ltd,  Claygate 
House,  Esher,  Surrey. 


Executive  repacked 

J.  &  E.  Atkinson  Ltd,  26  Conduit  Street, 
London  W1R  9TA,  have  given  their 
Executive  range  of  men's  toiletries  a  more 
distinctive  and  masculine  pack  design 
with  elegant  white  printing  on  matt  black 
boxes.  The  fragrance,  which  remains  un- 
altered, is  described  as  having  a  top  note 
based  on  a  citrus  complex  including 
verbena  and  aromatic  herbal  notes  with  a 
dry  base  note  comprising  green,  woody 
and  slight  leather  notes. 

Bartex  campaign 

This  month  sees  the  start  of  renewed 
advertising  for  Bartex  sunglasses.  Alfred 
Franks  &  Bartlett  &  Co  Ltd,  167  Freston 
Road,  London  W10  6TH,  have  taken  100 
posters  on  the  sides  of  London  buses  for 
two  months  and  are  backing  these  with 
hoarding  posters.  Both  feature  polarised 
models  PL180  and  PL  3016  (the  model 
on  the  front  of  this  year's  C&D  Sunglasses 
Supplement). 

Further  support  for  the  Bartex  name 
comes  from  30-second  spots  on  London 
Broadcasting  (five  times  daily).  Capital 
Radio  and  Manchester  Piccadilly  (both 
four  times  daily).  The  radio  coverage  may 
be  extended  to  other  areas. 

Trade  shows 

J  &  T  Gomey,  10  Oakwell  Mount,  Leeds  8 
have  arranged  trade  shows  at:  The  Central 
Hotel,  Glasgow,  June  16-19;  The  Hotel 
Majestic.  Harrogate,  June  23-26;  Five 
Bridges  Hotel,  Gateshead,  June  30-July  3: 
Hotel  Metropole,  Brighton,  July  7-10  and 
the  Royal  Lancaster  Hotel.  London  W2, 
Sunday  July  20-22. 

Shop  Girl  Princess 

The  Shop  Girl  Princess  competition 
organised  by  Andre  Phillipe  Ltd,  71 
Gowan  Avenue,  London  SW6,  offers  as 
prize  for  the  winner,  a  weekend  for  two  in 
Paris.  The  entry  is  free  to  assistants  and 
an  entry  form  is  on  page  3  of  the  25th 
edition  of  the  Andre  Philippe  News, 
copies  of  which  are  available  from  the 
company.  Because  of  printing  problems, 
the  closing  date  of  the  competition  has 
been  extended  from  July  15  to  July  30. 
All  entries  will  be  acknowledged,  and  all 
photographs  will  be  returned. 

Gastrils  marketing  change 

Ernest  Jackson  &  Co  Ltd.  Crediton, 
Devon  EX  17  3AP,  have  taken  over  from 
Smith  &  Nephew  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
the  manufacturing  and  marketing  of 
Gastrils  pastilles. 

Numark  July  promotions 

Numark  July  promotions  will  cover 
Bristow's  hairspray  and  shampoo,  Wilkin- 
son double  edged  blades,  Jordan  tooth- 
brushes, Arrid  deodorants.  Brut  33 
splash-on  lotion,  Elastoplast  Airstrip  and 


stretch  fabric.  In  Step  foot  deodorant, 
Tufty  Tails  disposable  nappies.  Tufty 
pants  and  SR  toothpaste.  The  promotion 
will  run  from  June  30  to  July  12  and  all 
promotional  material  will  carry  a  sand- 
castle  motif.  Details  from  Independent 
Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  Mallinson  House, 
321  Chase  Road,  London  N14  6JN. 

Unichem  discounts 

"Members  only"  discounts  are  available 
from  Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House, 
Morden,  Surrey,  until  June  21,  on: 
Andrews  liver  salts,  Kwells,  Milk  of 
Magnesia  liquid  and  tablets,  Radox  liquid 
and  salts. 

Dopamei  coded 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Station  Road, 
Shalford,  Guildford,  Surrey  GU4  8HE, 
say  that  Dopamet  250mg  tablets  are  now 
marked  "Berk  2C3". 

Vitamin  C  counter  packs 

Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd,  PO 
box  15,  Whitcliffe  Road,  Checkheaton, 
Yorks  BD19  3BZ,  are  issuing  a  new  OTC 
pack  of  vitamin  C  500mg  tablets.  The 
glass  bottle  containing  25  tablets  is 
packed  in  a  carton  (12  packs,  £2  40  trade). 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midland;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian-  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands 

Alberto    Balsam    and    Alberto  Balsam 

shampoo:  All  areas 

Ambre  Solaire:  All  areas 

Aquafresh:  All  areas 

Body  Mist:  All  areas 

Bristows  shampoo  and  conditioner:  All 

areas 

Close-up:  All  areas 

Delial:  Ln,  We,  So 

Hard  as  Nails  with  nylon:  Ln,  So 

Johnson's  baby  powder:  All  areas 

Kleenex  Maxi-dry  towels:  All  except  Sc, 

WW,  E 

Lady  Braun  hairstyling  set:  All  areas 
Mum:  All  areas 

Nivea  creme  and  liquid:  All  except  E 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  except  Y,  NE 

Polaroid  sunglasses  and  Colour  Swinger: 

All  areas 

Sudden  Tan:  All  except  Y,  U 
Undercover  throwaway  pantees:  Ln 
Vapona:  Sc,  G 

Wizard  solid  air  freshener:  So 
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m  e  d  i  m  p  e  x 
Hungarian  Trading  Company  for  Pharmaceutical  Products 

offers  you 

Pharmaceuticals 
Pharmaceutical  Specialities 
Pharmaceutical  Fine  Chemicals 
Biologicals  for  Human  and  Veterinary  Use 
Veterinary  Drugs       Feed  Supplements 
Instant  Teas  from  Medicinal  Plants 
Laboratory  Chemicals    •    Radioactive  Products 
Medicinal  Plants    •    Essential  Oils 
Aperient  and  Medicinal  Waters 
Dietary  Products 

Detailed  information  available  from  our  Agent: 

Mr.  Stephen  BOROS 
70  Brewer  Street       London  W1 


medimpex 


budapest 
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Photo  equipment  review  

An  attractive 
new  camera 

from  France 

UNIKA  XL  (Indo)  126  Camera.  Made  in 
France  and  distributed  in  Britain  by 
Mendel  Brothers  Ltd,  Ellesmere  Cham- 
bers, Church  Street,  Preston,  Lancashire 
PR1  3AN,  and  marketed  through  Vestric 
Ltd. 

This  is  the  second  "Indo"  camera  to  be 
submitted  to  Chemist  &  Druggist  for 
review  by  the  same  importers  and  distri- 
butors. The  first,  the  Viva  126  (Indo  1000) 
was  reviewed  in  our  August  31,  1974  issue 
on  p292.  The  first  was  well  received  as 
it  functioned  well;  the  second  is  equally 
acceptable  in  the  lower  price  range. 

The  appearance  is  attractive  and  the 
camera  body  is  moulded  from  black 
plastic,  with  a  tasteful  combination  of 
plain  and  mottled  surfaces  and  a  narrow 
grey  trim  to  the  front  face.  The  lens  rim 
projects  from  the  front  panel  and  is 
partially  rotatable  —  a  small  moulded 
pointer  moves  from  a  "sun"  symbol  to  a 
"flash"  symbol  to  control  (i)  the  shutter 
speed  appropriate  for  normal  working  and 
(ii)  for  the  speed  for  use  with  Magicube 
flash  and  to  bring  into  operation  the 
tripping-lever  for  the  flash-cube. 

Looking  at  the  front  of  the  camera,  the 
lens  mounting  is  set  just  left  of  centre 
and  almost  at  the  bottom  of  the  camera, 
with  the  full-size  viewfinder  at  the  top 
right  hand  corner — the  release  worked 
smoothly  and  was  quite  positive  in  action. 
The  viewfinder  shows  a  full-size  image 
and  is  bright  and  clear;  there  is  sufficient 
margin  (with  the  image  seen  in  the  view- 
finder  slightly  less  than  that  which 
appears  on  the  film)  to  avoid  'cutting-off 
heads". 

The  rotating  socket  for  the  Magicube, 
on  the  top  panel  of  the  camera  body,  is 
positioned  just  above  the  lens  axis.  The 
back  of  the  body  is  equally  neat  and  the 
lever  for  moving  on  the  film  lies  flush 
with  its  housing — its  end  is  chamfered  so 
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Full-size  reproduction  from  enprint 


UNIKA  XL  (Indo  126)  camera 
Country  of  origin  France 
Distributor  Mendel  Brothers  Ltd, 
Ellesmere  Chambers,  Church 
Street,  Preston,  Lancashire  PR1 
3AN  and  marketed  through 
Vestric  Ltd 

Lens  //8,  fixed  focus  (5ft  to 
infinity) 

Shutter  2-speed:  1 /100th  sec  for 
sunny  conditions,  and  l/50th  sec 
for  flash 

Features       Inexpensive  simple 

camera     for     drop-in  cartridge 

loading,   with    Magicube  facility. 

No  battery  needed 

Accessories  Wrist-sling  provided 

Dimensions   4|x2|x2lin  H15x73x 

65mm) 

Weight  6oz  (170g) 
Recomsiiended  retail  price  £6  75 
Availability  Immediate 


that  it  is  quite  easy  to  swing  over  the 
thumb.  The  push-button  lock  for  the  film 
compartment  is  at  the  lower  right  hand 
corner  and,  again,  is  positive  and  secure. 
At  the  opposite  corner  is  the  attachment 
point  for  the  braided  wrist-sling. 

Tests 

The  standard  C&D  outdoor  and  indoor 
tests  were  made,  using  a  normal  speed 
black  and  white  panchromatic  film  with 
standard  processing  and  straight  enlarg- 
ing. To  obtain  the  best  from  the  camera 
and  to  avoid  shake  on  releasing  the 
shutter,  a  firm  support  was  used  for  all 
of  the  pictures.  The  camera  does  not  have 
a  tripod-bush,  but  this  is  not  absolutely 
essential  with  a  simple  model.  The  illus- 
tration is  a  full-size  portion  of  a  6x6in 
enprint  which  may  be  compared  with 
reproductions  from  similar  tests  with 
other  cameras. 

Once  again,  the  presentation  of  the 
camera  is  simple — it  was  wrapped  in  a 
transparent  plastic  bag  enclosed  in  a  thin 
card  printed  outer.  Having  previously 
commented  about  the  inadequacy  of  the 
alleged  "English"  instructions  for  the 
Viva  126  camera,  we  would  have  hoped 
that  the  distributors  might  have  persuaded 
their  suppliers  to  provide  an  intelligible 
set  of  instructions;  at  the  time  that  this 
review  was  prepared  no  separate  instruc- 
tion sheet  was  available,  although  it  is 
understood  that  one  is  In  hand  for  the 
British  market.  Nevertheless,  the  camera 
is  very  easy  to  handle  provided  thai  a 
little  imagination  is  used  to  interpret  what 
is  printed.  This  is  a  great  pity  because 
anyone  unfamiliar  with  the  operation  of 
even  the  simplest  camera  could  well  be 
"put-off"  by  gobble-de-gook  language. 
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CT21  meets 
maker's  claims 

Agfacolor  CT21  35»im  slide-film.  Made  in 
Western  Germany  and  distributed  in 
Britain  by  Agfa-Gevaert  Limited,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  Process- 
ing at  any  Agf acolor  reversal  laboratory. 
Generally  speaking,  claims  lor  improve- 
ments in  photographic  materials  now  tend 
to  be  more  modest  than  may,  perhaps, 
have  hitherto  been  the  case.  In  announcing 
their  new  colour  reversal  material,  Agfa- 
Gevaert  state  that  it  has  been  introduced 
to  meet  the  demand  for  an  up-rated  speed 
or  sensitivity  .  .  .  the  new  rating  is  21  DIN 
or  100  ASA.  At  the  present  time  it  is  only 
available  in  36-exposure  35  mm  daylight- 
loading  cassettes  (£2-711  including  pro- 
cessing and  mounting  in  plastic  mounts). 

A  series  of  sets  of  exposures  were  made 
out-of-doors  of  street  scenes  and  of 
close-up  of  flowers  in  the  garden.  Expos- 
ures were  "bracketted"  at  1  and  \  stops 
above  and  below  the  indicated  "correct" 
exposure  setting  shown  by  the  meter 
built-in  to  the  camera,  the  index  having 
been  set  at  the  appropriate  100  ASA 
mark.  It  may  be  worth  mentioning,  at 
this  point,  that  when  trying  out  a  new 
material  for  the  first  time  it  is  better 
to  make  several  sets  of  such  "bracketted" 
exposures,  the  reason  being  that  even  the 
best  of  camera  exposure-meters  may  not 
line  up  exactly  with  the  rating  given  to 
the  film  itself. 

In  the  case  of  the  reviewer's  tests,  for 
example,  a  slightly  higher  rating  would 
have  given  more  acceptable  results;  but 
even  the  power  of  the  projector  lamp  can 
make  a  difference.  Nevertheless,  exposures 
above  and  below  (by  half-a-stop)  the  one 
indicated  as  "correct"  were  still  accept- 
able— in  the  case  of  slight  over-exposure, 
for  example,  the  resulting  transparency 
was  less  dense  with  less  saturated  colours, 
while  under-exposure  provided  somewhat 
denser  transparencies  with  greater  colour 
saturation  without  "muddiness". 

The  results  from  this  new  material  are 
most  pleasing:  skies  seem  to  be  of  a  softer 
blue  and  the  greens  of  trees  and  foliage 
accurate.  Reds  generally,  including  the 
lighter  shades  and  those  with  some  blue 
in  them,  eg  towards  purple,  were  also 
well  rendered.  It  must  be  remembered, 
though,  that  colour  assessment  is  nearly 
always  subjective  and  that  men  are  often 
less  reliable  in  forming  opinions  about 
"accuracy"  than  are  women. 

In  the  tests  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  using  a  high-quality  camera  and 
lens,  the  fine  hairs  on  the  seed-pods  of 
one  flower  in  close-up  were  clearly  shown. 
For  this  kind  of  photography  the  camera 
was  mounted  on  a  tripod  and  the  shutter- 
speed  was  set  at  the  recommended 
1 /125th  second  to  minimise  the  effect  of 
subject  movement — in  a  garden  nothing 
is  really  ever  quite  still. 

The  new  material  can  be  recommended 
withoLit  hesitation  and  it  meets  the  claims 
madj  by  its  manufacturer  and  processor 
.  .  .  the  latter  also  plays  an  important  part 
in  the  final  result. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 


Branches'  vote  on  'chemist' 
referred  to  Co-op  and  ICML 


The  Branch  Representatives'  decision  that 
the  terms  "chemist"  and  "pharmacy" 
should  not  be  used  in  any  advertising  is 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  Co-operative  move- 
ment and  Independent  Chemists  Marketing 
Ltd. 

This  action  was  agreed  at  the  June 
meeting  of  the  Society's  Council,  after 
the  Branch  Representatives'  meeting  on 
May  22  had  carried  by  161  votes  to  27 
the  Council  motion  that  paragraph  6  of 
the  Statement  upon  Matters  of  Pro- 
fessional Conduct  did  not  require 
amendment  (C&D,  May  31,  p736). 

In  reply  to  questions  from  Mr  Dalglish, 
the  secretary  and  registrar  said  that  the 
number  of  working  parties  authorised  by 
the  Council  was  five.  One  on  hospital 
pharmacy  was  nearing  report  stage.  One 
set  up  to  consider  the  establishment  of  a 
college  of  pharmaceutical  practice  had 
been  deliberately  left  in  abeyance  until 
the  working  party  of  education  and  train- 
ing had  reported.  The  fourth  had  been 
established  to  consider  the  problems  of 
general  practice  but  had  not  yet  met  and 
the  fifth  was  to  consider  the  teaching  of 
pathology  and  clinical  medicine  related 
to  pharmacy  in  the  undergraduate  course. 

Lord  Zuckerman  of  Burnham  Thorpe 
is  to  be  elected  as  an  honorary  fellow  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Donald 
F.ugene  Francke  of  the  United  States  an 
honorary  member. 

The  1976  annual  meeting  and  the 
Branch  Representatives'  meeting  are  to  be 
held  on  May  19  and  20  respectively.  The 
branch  secretaries'  meeting  and  the 
regional  secretaries'  meeting  will  take 
place  on  October  13  and  14,  1976, 
respectively. 

The  Merseyside  and  North  Wales 
Region  of  the  Society  is  to  be  renamed 
the  Mersey  Region,  the  Chester  Branch 
to  be  renamed  the  South  Cheshire  Branch 
and  the  Folkestone  Branch  is  to  be  called 
the  Dover  and  Shepway  Branch. 

Renewed  call  for  clear 
direction  from  Society 

Mr  R.  P.  Marr,  superintendent  pharmacist 
of  Forbes  Johnston  Ltd,  Dundee,  has 
renewed  his  call  for  a  clear  direction  on 
the  use  of  restricted  titles  following  the 
Branch  Representatives'  decision.  In  a 
letter  to  the  secretary  and  registrar  of 
the  Society  he  assumed  that  since  the 
motion  was  proposed  on  behalf  of 
Council  the  Society  will  proceed  to 
enforce  the  ban. 

He  seeks  an  assurance  that  no  indi- 
vidual pharmacist,  company  or  organisa- 
tion employing  pharmacists  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  use  the  word  "chemist"  or 
"pharmacy",  etc  in  advertising. 

"The  directors  of  this  company  wish  to 


make  it  clear  that  while  we  reject  the 
professional  argument  against  the  use  of 
the  prohibited  words  as  fantasy,  we  have 
never,  in  fact,  been  convinced  that  their 
use  is  essential  to  us  or  any  retail  phar- 
macy provided  that  no  other  retail 
pharmacy  or  shop  whe  titer  individual, 
company,  or  co-operatively  owned,  is 
permitted  to  use  them. 

"May  I  take  it  that  in  future  any 
further  misuse  of  these  prohibited  words 
by  an  organisation,  regardless  of  its 
internal  structure,  which  employs  a 
superintendent  pharmacist  will  result  in 
the  latter  being  dealt  with  according  to 
the  precedent  now  established  by  the  Care 
case." 


Contact  lens  solutions 

I  read  the  articles  about  contact  lens 
solutions  last  week  (pp  773-4)  and  was 
particularly  interested  in  the  comment 
about  thiomersal  possibly  being  absorbed 
by  plastic.  A  few  years  ago  before  starting 
to  use  plastic  eye  dropper  bottles,  we 
investigated  the  stability  of  various 
medicaments  and  preservatives  in  them. 
We  found  that  the  concentration  of  phenyl- 
mercuric  acetate  diminished  rapidly  from 
0  0024  per  cent  to  0  0008  per  cent  in  three 
months,  and  at  six  months  was  present  in 
a  concentration  of  approximately  00001 
per  cent  (this  was  estimated  as  it  was  off 
the  bottom  of  the  standard).  We  decided 
not  to  use  phenylmercuric  acetate  with 
polyethylene  bottles. 

Sometime  later  a  well-known  pharm- 
aceutical company  started  to  market  an 
antibiotic  eye  drop  preparation  preserved 
with  phenylmercuric  acetate  in  a  plastic 
bottle.  I  wrote  to  them  about  our  own 
findings  and  wondered  whether  they  had 
come  to  different  conclusions  from  our- 
selves. To  my  surprise  I  was  informed  that 
no  investigations  had  been  carried  out. 
From  this  experience  it  would  seem  that 
some  form  of  control  is  necessary  in  the 
production  of  contact  lens  solutions. 

B.  Mottershead 
District  Pharmaceutical  Officer, 
Northallerton,  Yorks 


Employee  voice 


Criticism  has  been  voiced  several  times  in 
the  pharmaceutical  Press  that  our  Council 
is  out  of  touch  with  the  silent  majority. 
Whether  this  is  true  or  not  I  have  always 
believed  that  representation,  like  justice, 


must  be  seen.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
welcome  the  success  of  Mr  H.  Howarth 
in  the  recent  elections.  It  now  means  that 
employee  pharmacists  have  a  direct  voice 
on  the  Council. 

Personally  I  would  like  to  see  a  further 
employee  representative  elected  as  I  con- 
sider this  would  produce  a  Council  more 
able  to  stimulate  and  respond  to  the 
wishes  of  the  "grass  roots".  With  the 
multitude  of  problems  both  professional 
and  national  that  beset  us  at  present  it  is 
now  more  important  than  ever  that  every 
pharmacist  takes  an  active  interest  in 
protecting  and  enhancing  our  profession. 

M.  I.  Hemmerdinger 
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Aspirin  warnings 

With  reference  to  the  article  headed  'No 
more  restrictions  on  aspirin  plea'  (last 
week  p776),  the  answer  to  the  problem,  as 
I  see  it,  is  simple.  Aspirin  must  be  re- 
moved from  the  General  Sale  list,  then 
there  would  be  no  need  to  impose  any 
warnings  printed  on  packs,  because  all 
sales  would  be  made  from  a  pharmacy, 
under  the  personal  control  of  the  pharm- 
acist, who  would  be  able  to  give  any 
verbal  advice  needed  at  the  time  of  the 
sale. 

This  would  not  increase  cost  to  the 
manufacturers  but  would  ensure  the  safe 
sale  of  aspirin,  at  all  times. 

B.  A.  Davies 

Birmingham 


Post  Scripts 


If  at  first  .  .  . 

Company  annual  meetings  are  usually 
dull  affairs  but  an  exception  has  been 
provided  each  year  since  1971  by  that  of 
Glaxo.  After  the  usual  formalities  have 
been  gone  through  Mr  Harold  Mitchell, 
a  Belfast  pharmaceutical  wholesaler,  has 
aired  a  grievance  that  he  was  denied 
wholesale  terms  for  the  group's  medicinal 
products.  Support  from  customers  and 
the  production  of  a  wealth  of  statistics 
ever  the  four  or  more  years  failed  to 
move  the  Glaxo  board  to  change  its  mind 
over  the  four  or  more  years.  Now,  it 
seems,  Glaxo  have  agreed  to  reinstate 
wholesale  terms  and  the  Belfast  company 
is  happy  in  being  able  to  offer  a  full  range 
on  the  same  terms  as  its  competitors 
including  Glaxo's  own  subsidiary,  Vestric. 

What,  after  this  long  period,  brought 
the  change  of  heart?  Mr  A.  E.  Bide, 
Glaxo's  chairman,  replying  at  the  last 
AGM  to  Mr  Mitchell,  said  that  the  com- 
plainant had  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Office  of  Fair  Trading  in  London  and 
there  the  matter  rested.  It  seems  the  Office, 
after  examination,  recommended  Glaxo  to 
yield  but  it  is  understood  that  more 
correspondence  and  visits  to  the  Office 
took  place  before  that  recommendation 
was  accepted.  So  shareholders  of  Glaxo 
attending  the  next  AGM  can  expect  a 
return  to  the  staid  proceedings  which 
typify  such  meetings  and  which  prevailed 
for  them  in  the  pre- 1971  era. 
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SHARE  OF. 


ORDER 
NOW! 

National  Press 
campaign  support 
to  stimulate  demand 


Available  from  your  local  Wholesaler. 
Attractive  display  dispenser  available  on  request. 

FARILLON  LIMITED,  Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close,  Romford  RM1  4JX.  Telephone  Romford  46033. 


From  the  same  stable  as  the  VIVA 

The  U  N I K  A  XL 

A  new  improved,  beautifully  made 
126  instant  load  MAGICUBE  camera 
which  retails  with  wrist  strap  for 
only  £6-75  inc.  VAT. 

Don't  let  the  surprisingly  low  price  give  you  the  wrong 
impression.  Let  us  send  you  one  on  approval  to  judge 
for  yourself.  So  that  you  can  see  the  excellent  quality 
of  the  pictures  it  takes  and  to  feel  what  a  pleasure  it  is 
to  handle,  with  its  silky  smooth  lever  wind  and  its 
lovely  big  view  finder  which  helps  even  the  biggest 
novice  to  get  really  good  pictures. 


One  of  the  biggest  selling 
cameras  on  the  continent 
MADE  IN  FRANCE 
UNDER  LICENCE  TO 
KODAK.  Backed  by  a 
no-strings  attached  guarantee 
under  which  cameras  defective 
through  faulty  manufacture 
will  be  put  right  or  replaced 
-  per  return  -  without  charge 
of  any  kind. 


A  REALLY  GOOD 
QUALITY  CAMERA 
WHICH  RETAILS 
FOR  ONLY 

£6-75  VAT 


tM/AA/F    just  DROP  US  A  LINE  OR 
[Ifff  1/1W<~    GIVE  US  A  RING  AND  GET 
£Ar  ONE  OF  THESE  BIG  VALUE 

M-nWhl/AL  CAMERAS  ON  APPROVAL 
/frrKvW"*  -  PER  RETURN 


FROM 


VESTRIC 


or  direct  from 

MENDEL  BROTHERS 

Ellesmere  Chambers  •  Church  Street 
Preston  ■  Lanes  ■  Tel.  0772  55907 
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Picked 
first. 


Carnation  Corn  Caps. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &Co.  Ltd.,  Oldbury  V\kley 
Vtest  Midlands  B69  3BB.Tel :  021-552 1355 


Quinoped 

clears  Athlete's  Foot 
in  record  time 

Quinoped*  is  a  non-greasy  astringent 
cream  available  for  prescription 
in  the  treatment  of  Athlete's  Foot 
(Tinea  Pedis)  and  related  fungal 
infections.  It  combines  the 
antibacterial  and  fungicidal 
properties  of  potassium 
hydroxyquinoline  sulphate  0.5% 
with  the  keratolytic,  deodorant 
and  oxidising  properties  of 

benzoyl  peroxide  5%  in  bland 
water  miscible  cream  base. 
Available  in  tubes  of 


The  Quinoderm  Company, 
Manchester  Road, 
OLDHAM,  OL8  4PB. 

AVAILABLE  FROM  YOUR  USUAL  WHOLESALER 


Every  astute  pharmacist  is  looking  for  new  ways  to  expand 
turnover  in  1975.  Many  of  them  are  looking  at  Hanimex.  Simply 
because  Hanimex  can  make  it  easy  for  you  to  achieve  that 
expansion. 

Hanimex,  as  if  you  didn't  know,  are  a  nationally-advertised 
world-wide  big  name  in  photographies,  audio  and  electronics. 
Have  been  for  years!  So  for  a  start,  you  know  you're  not  going  to 
be  playing  beginner's  luck!  Hanimex  products  are  proven,  well 
priced  and  profitable.  From  pocket  cameras,  film  and  accessories, 
electronic  calculators  right  through  to  a  full-blown  stereo  system. 
We  even  have  a  special  pharmacy  service. 

You  can  start  as  small  as  you  like.  And  still  get  the  full 
promotion  backing  of  Hanimex  sales  and  service,  and  some  of  the 
most  attractive  net  prices  in  the  industry. 

Full  details  in  confidence  are  available  from  our  Pharmacy 
Sales  Manager.  0793  26211  or  send  this  coupon. 

I'd  like  to  know  more  about  Hanimex  products  and  prices  for  Pharmacies. 


Name : 
Address: 


L 


HANIMEX  Pharmacy  Division 

Hanimex  House, 

Dorcan,  Swindon,  Wiltshire.  SN3  5HW. 


J 
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Glaxo  raising  £31m  for 
future  expansion 

Some  details  of  the  long  and  immediate 
term  plans  of  Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  were 
released  by  the  company  last  week  after 
they  had  confirmed  a  rights  issue, 
rumours  of  which  had  sent  up  their  shares 
sharply  on  June  3  and  4. 

Two  new  products  are  expected  to  be 
launched  early  next  year.  The  first,  code 
number  640-359  and  chemical  name 
cefuroxine,  is  believed  to  have  a  wider 
range  of  antibacterial  activity  than  its 
predecessors.  The  other  product,  an  anti- 
hypertensive (Code:  AH  5158),  shows 
"encouraging  prospects"  from  clinical 
trials.  Research  on  this  has  been  carried 
out  at  Ware  and  facilities  there  are  being 
expanded.  The  new  drugs  should  be  made 
at  the  Montrose  and  Ulverston  plants. 
One  of  several  sites  being  considered 
by  Glaxo  for  extending  manufacturing 
facilities  is  at  Annan,  Dumfrieshire.  This 
is  part  of  a  long  term  planning  project 
being  carried  out. 

The  rights  issue  which  should  raise 
£30  8m  new  capital  will  be  allocated  as 
follows:  One  new  Ordinary  share  for 
every  five  Ordinary  shares  held;  and  one 
new  share  for  every  £25  nominal  of 
Convertible  stock. 

The  formal  announcement  to  share- 
holders said  additional  funds  were 
required  for  extending  the  company's 
research  facilities  and  for  further  plant  to 
manufacture  important  new  products 
which  are  at  an  advanced  stage  of 
development.  The  directors  intend  to 
recommend  an  increased  final  dividend  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  of  5  16p  per 
share  (1974:  4-58675p). 

Changing  parities  hit 
Roche  profits  in  1974 

Turnover  of  Roche  (including  F. 
Hoffmann-La  Roche  &  Co  AG  and  Sapac 
Corporation  Ltd)  for  1974  was  up  9  per 
cent  in  Swiss  franc  terms  at  SF  5,049m. 
In  order  to  achieve  any  increase  of  turn- 
over in  SF  terms,  a  considerable  increase 
in  sales  was  necessary  in  most  countries. 
For  example  £128.000  of  UK  sales  would 
have  represented  SF  1m  at  mid  '73 
parities;  to  produce  the  same  SF  sales 
at  mid  '74  parities  UK  sales  of  £140.000 
were  necessarv.  In  this  light,  the  report 
considers  the  increase  "satisfactory". 

Profits  fell  by  6  per  cent  to  SF  521  7m 
under  the  impact  of  changing  parities: 
however  the  Board  considered  this  figure 
was  gratifying  in  the  circumstances.  Total 
dividends  paid  amounted  to  SF  73  9m. 

The  remaining  revenue  is  ploughed  back 
"to  the  largest  possible  extent  into  re- 
search, development  and  the  maintenance 
of  supplies." 

The  programme  of  diversification  away 
from     dependence     on  pharmaceutical 


specialities  was  successfully  progressed, 
the  other  sectors — fine  chemicals,  per- 
fumes, cosmetics  and  diagnostics — gaining 
in  relative  importance,  states  the  annual 
leport  issued  last  week. 

□  The  EEC  Commission  last  week  told 
the  Swiss  Government  that  Hoffmann-La 
Roche,  through  the  operation  of  their 
subsidiaries  in  EEC  countries,  may  be 
guilty  of  breaking  the  Community's  com- 
petition rules  in  the  vitamins  market. 

The  investigation  which  has  not  yet 
been  completed  was  reported  to  be  based 
on  information  supplied  by  a  former 
Roche  employee. 

Briefly 

Bellair  Cosmetics  Ltd  raised  their  turn- 
over last  year  to  £l.8m  from  £1  lm  in 
1973,  with  pre-tax  profit  at  £106,000 
(£98,000).  The  total  dividend  is  cut  from 
I  93p  to  L45p. 

The  increased  and  recommended  offers 
made  on  behalf  of  Paterson  Zuchonis  & 
Co  Ltd  for  Cussons  Group  Ltd  have 
become  unconditional  as  to  acceptances 
and  will  remain  open  until  further  notice. 
The  cash  offer  has  closed. 

M.  Kelly  (Chemists)  Ltd  have  closed  down 
their  pharmacy  at  109  King  Richards 
Road,  Leicester  and  have  taken  over  the 
business  of  M.  Kelly,  MPS,  at  54 
Westcotes  Drive,  Leicester  LE3  0OR- 
trading  under  the  company  title. 
Pain  &  Powell,  52  High  Street,  Sevenoaks, 
Kent  are  closing  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
According  to  the  proprietor,  Mr  G.  E. 
Goss,  the  business  has  been  affected  by 
parking  restrictions  and  demolition  of 
nearby  premises  which  has  cut  the  shop 
off  from  the  main  shopping  area.  The 
stock  and  goodwill  are  being  acquired  by 
P.  Rushworth  (Loughlins  chemists),  29 
London  Road. 


A  financial  report  on  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers  published  last  week  in- 
dicates that  the  average  profitability  of 
companies  in  the  industry  has  increased. 
However,  even  after  the  increase  the 
average  profitability  is  lower  than  that 
mentioned  recently  in  the  Runnymeade 
Research  Report  (C&D,  May  24,  p695). 
The  latest  report  states;  "it  cannot  possibly 
be  argued  that  the  downward  trend  in 
profitability  postulated  by  the  Runny- 
meade Report  has  been  reversed,  certainly 
not  on  the  basis  of  one  year's  figures.  It 
should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
recent  sharp  upward  movement  in  raw 
material  prices  and  wages  may  well  make 
this  increase  in  profitability  a  temporary 
phenomenon." 

The  report  compares  in  19  tables  the 
performance  of  60  companies  in  the  in- 
dustry over  a  three-year  period  ending 
April  1974.  In  that  time  the  value  of  total 
pales  of  those  companies  increased  at  a 
steady  1 1  per  cent  a  year  but  if  inflation  is 
taken  into  account  little  real  growth  took 
place.  !n  fact  almost  half  the  sample 
showed  growth  rates  which  in  real  terms, 
must  have  been  negative. 

Profits  have  risen  by  about  a  quarter 
over  the  three-year  period  with  a  much 
faster  rate  of  growth  between  the  latest 
two  years.  The  average  profit  margin 
showed  a  small  fall  in  the  middle  year 
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Appointments 

LRC  International  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
J.  Forsyth  to  the  board. 

A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd:  Mr  J.  F.  Morris 
moves  from  marketing  director  to  deputy 
managing  director;  Mr  R.  P.  Sollars  from 
marketing  services  manager  to  marketing 
manager  and  Mr  F  J.  Howe  from  field 
sales  manager  to  home  sales  manager. 

Paterson  Products  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
George  Ashton  their  general  manager  as 
from  August  1.  For  the  past  two  years 
Mr  Ashton  has  been  head  of  information 
and  promotion  for  the  Ilford  Group,  with 
v/hom  he  has  been  working  since  1956. 
Reckitt  &  Colman  Ltd:  Mr  G.  J.  F. 
Alexander  has  been  appointed  managing 
director  of  Reckitt  Products,  and  Mr  John 
Mernagh,  marketing  director  of  Reckitt 
Products  succeeds  Mr  Alexander  as  direc- 
tor of  the  company's  international  develop- 
ment department — household  and  toiletries. 
Alcon  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd:  Mr  J.  V. 
Fox,  MPS  has  been  appointed  sales  man- 
ager of  the  ophthalmic  division  and  the 
following  are  appointed  medical  repre- 
sentatives: P.  Freeman,  R.  Hayzen  and 
R.  R.  Hook.  Mr  R.  Fawcett  has  been 
appointed  sales  manager  of  the  Nu-Syte 
contact  lens  division  and  Mr  A.  Trotman, 
technical  representative. 

Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  have  appoined  Dr  Hilary  Harries, 
MB,  BS,  PhD,  MRCS,  LRCP,  formerly 
medical  director  of  Eaton  Laboratories, 
assistant  medical  director  of  the  Associa- 
tion. A  former  Medical  Research  Council 
scholar,  Dr  Harries  entered  the  pharm- 
aceutical industry  with  Leo  Laboratories 
Ltd;  subsequently  he  was  appointed 
medical  director  of  Duphar  Laboratories 
Ltd  before  moving  to  Eaton  Laboratories 
in  1972. 


then  a  full  recovery  in  the  final  year  to  a 
figure  of  10  8  per  cent.  One  of  the  varia- 
tions shown  up  in  the  report  includes  six 
companies  with  profit  margins  of  more 
than  20  per  cent  while  18  had  less  than 
7  per  cent. 

The  average  rate  of  stock  turnover  is 
shown  to  have  been  stable  for  all  three 
years  but  the  average  credit  period  allowed 
to  customers  considerably  lengthened  and 
stands  at  the  "high"  figure  of  three 
months.  While  average  sales  per  employee 
increased  by  a  third  over  the  three  years, 
average  employee  remuneration  rose  by 
25  per  cent.  Capital  employed  per  em- 
ployee rose  by  25  per  cent.  Average 
employee  remuneration  ranged  from  under 
£1,000  to  almost  £3,000  while  sales  per 
employee  were  from  £3.000  to  £43,000. 

From  the  figures  in  the  report  it  appears 
that  the  fastest  growing  companies  tend 
to  show  low  sales  margins  and  only  a 
few  companies  utilise  their  assets  particu- 
larly efficiently.  The  biggest  companies — 
those  with  sales  over  £20m — mostly  show 
above  average  sales  growth  rate  and 
margins  which  are  higher  than  average. 
Profitability  too  is  generally  above  average 
but  does  not  reach  outstanding  heights. 

The  Business  Ratio  Report  on  Pharm- 
aceutical Manufacturers.  Third  edition. 
Published  by:  ICC  Business  Ratios,  81 
City  Road,  London  EC1Y  1  BD.  £34  00. 


Down  trend  of  industry's  profits  continues 


804    Chemist  &  Druggist 


Market 
News 


Chemical  prices  see-saw 

London,  June  11:  While  prices  of  essential 
oils  and  crude  drugs  have  tended  to  fall 
over  recent  months  those  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemicals  have  advanced  relent- 
lessly. During  the  past  week,  however, 
mercury  salts  have  been  reduced.  On  the 
other  side  ether  has  been  marked  up 
across  the  board  and  also  chloroform  in 
bottles,  but  not  in  drum  lots. 

Spices  continue  to  weaken  as  little 
interest  is  shown  by  buyers.  Many  users 
have  more  than  adequate  stocks  having 
bought  on  the  assumption  that  the 
demand  seen  in  the  first  nine  months  of 
1974  would  continue  which  in  the  event 
it  has  not. 

Also  easier  were  some  balsams,  gentian 
root,  Russian  liquorice  and  Italian  squill. 

Outstanding  feature  in  the  essential  oil 
market  was  the  big  fall  in  sandalwood 
prices.  Mysore  reduced  shipment  rales  to 
£28  00  per  kg  from  £40  00  in  the  previous 
week.  In  June  1974  the  price  stood  at 
£90  00. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetarsol:  50-kg  lots  £8.35. 

Atropine:  (per  kg  in  J-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £85.00; 
methonitrate  £85.00;  methylbromide  £83.50;  sul- 
phate £68.50. 

Benzocaine:  BP  in  50-kg  lots,  £4.49  kg. 
Bemegride:  BPC  £16.00  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 


carbonate 
salicylate 
subgallate 
subnitrate 


under  50-kg 
9.18 
7.68 
8.13 
8.33 


50-kg 
8.95 
7.45 
7.90 
8.10 


250-kg 
8.90 


8.05 


Borax:  EP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton,  in 
paper  bags  delivered  —  granular  £134;  crystals 
£184;  powder  £148;  extra  fine  powder  £155. 
Boric  acid:  EP  grades  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots — granular  £179;  crystals  £246;  powder  £197; 
extra-fine  powder  £205;  in  paper  bags,  carriage 
paid. 

Brucine:  Sulphate  £45.00  kg. 

Calamine:  BP  £557.00  per  1,000  kg. 

Chloroform:  BP  from  £285  metric  ton  in  280-kg 

drums   to   £310   in   35-kg    drums.    2-litre  bottles 

£1.61  each;  anaesthetic  £0.66  per  500  ml  bottle. 

Dexamethasone:    From    £3.50    to    £3.80    per  g. 

Ether:  Anaesthetic,  BP  2-litre  bottles  £2.14  each; 

drums  from  £1.11  kg  in  16-kg  drums  to  £1.01  kg 

in  130-kg.  Solvent,  BP  from  £796  metric  ton  in 

16  kg  drums  to  £712  in  130-kg. 

Fentichlor:  Technical  grade  £2.04  kg. 

Ferrous  lumarate:  £1.25kg  for  50-kg  lots. 

Iror  and  ammonium  citrate:  Granules  £903;  scales 

£990  metric  ton. 

Iron  phosphate:  50-kg  lots  £553.80  metric  ton. 
Hydrogen  peroxide:  35  per  cent  £200  metric  ton. 
Hyoscine  hydrobromide:  £375.50  kg. 
Hyoscyamine:  Sulphate  £82.00  kg  in  100-g  lots. 
Llgnocaine:  (25-kg)  base  £8.27  kg;  hydrochloride 
£7.98. 

Mercurials:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots;  ammoniated 
£5.70;  oxides — red  £6.75  and  yellow  £6.50;  per- 
chloride  £4.70;  subchloride  £6.00;  iodide  £6.20  in 
25-kg  lots. 

Metol:  Photo  grade,  50-kg  lots  £5.23  kg. 
Opiates  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots.  Subject  to  Mis- 
use of  Drugs  Regulations: 


Codeine 

alkaloid 

hydrochloride 

phosphate 

Dlamorphlne 

alkaloid 

hydrochloride 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride 

Morphine 

alkaloid 

hydrochloride 

sulphate 


240.40 
208.90 
183.40 

282.90 
258.60 

234.00 

264.70 
216.10 
216.10 


Methyltestoslerone:  £220-£330  per  kg. 
Mersalyl:  Acid  £20.25  per  kg. 
Mestranol:  £120  kg. 

Narcotine:  Alkaloid  and  hydrochloride  In  25-kg 
lots  £18.20  kg. 

Neomycin  sulphate:  £40.00-£46.00  kg. 
Norelhynodrel:  £190-£230  kg. 

Paracetamol:  50-ton  contracts  from  £2.03  per  kg. 
Premium  for  direct  compression  £0.13  kg. 
Pilocarpine:     Hydrochloride     £174.50     per  kg; 
nitrate  £169.50. 

Progesterone:  £120-£220  per  kg. 

Saccharin:   BP  in  250-kg   lots  £2.66  kg;  sodium 

£2.35  both  nominal. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP  in  500-kg  lots  £0.4269  kg. 
Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £39.76    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric  ton  lots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium   chloride:    in    10-ton    lots   £10.07  metric 
tor,  ex-woiks. 

Sodium   citrate:   From   £496  to  £650  per  metric 
ton  as  to  maker.  Premium  for  powder  £11. 
Sodium  lluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.0723  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  £150  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1975  in  50-kg  lots. 
£0.74  kg;  sticks  (BP  1958)  £2.76  kg  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.6903  kg. 
Sodium  perborate:    (per  1,000  kg) — monohydrate 
£340;— tetrahydrate  £200. 
Sodium  percarbonate:  £270  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £1.160  metric 
ton;  powder  £1,170. 

Sodium  thlosulphate:  Photo  grade  £114.75  metric 
ton;  commercial  £109.25. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £398.50  metric  ton;  syrup  £200. 
Stilboestrol:  BP  in  25-kg  lots  £86.00  kg. 
Tartaric  acid:  Spanish  £1,200  per  metric  ton. 
Tetracycline  hydrochloride:  £12-£13  per  kg. 
Theophylline:  Hydrate  and  cnhydrous  £3  41  kg  in 
100-kg    lots.    Theophylline   ethylenediamine  £3.36 
kg  under  50-kg  lots. 

Quinine:   Minimum   prices   per   kg;  hydrochloride 
£91.50;  sulphate  £90.00,  nominal. 
Zinc    chloride:    Granular    96.98    per    cent  £365 
metric  ton,  delivered. 


Crude  drugs 


Aloes:  Cape  £1.20  kg  spot;  £1.15,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.35  spot. 

Balsams:     (kg)     Canada:    £18.00    spot;  £17.10, 
cif.   Copaiba:   BPC  £1.75  spot;   £1.60,   cif.  Peru: 
£6.50  spot;  £5  00,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.40  spot. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.90  kg  spot;  £1.75  kg,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £4.75;  Jamaican  No.  3. 
£720;    Sierra   Leone   not   quoted;    Nigerian  split 
£490  nominal;  peeled  £640  (spot);  £590,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  £8.30  kg  spot;  £7.90,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £3.30  spot;  £3.20. 
cif.  Matto  Grosso  spot  nominal  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 
Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15  per  cent  £1.55  kg  spot; 

£1.40.  cif'  whole  tubers  £1.70  spot. 

Kola  nuts:  £1.80  metric  ton;  £1.70,  cif. 

Lanolin:    1 ,000-kg    lots    BP    grades    from  £955; 

cosmetics  £1,025;  technical  £903. 

Liquorice   root:   Chinese  £240  metric   ton;  £220. 

cif.    Russian   £240   spot;   £200,   cif.  (May-June). 

Block  juice  £1.50  kg.  Spray-dried  powder  £1.45 

kg  spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  No.  1  £3,025  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:    Brazilian    £9.25    kg    spot;    £9.00  cif. 
Chinese  £11.00  nominal;  shipment  £10.50,  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £675   spot;  £610, 
cif;  white  £910;  £815,  cif. 
Seeds:   (metric  ton,  cif).  Anise: 
nominal.    Caraway:    Dutch  £365. 
£410,   Chinese  £360.  Coriander: 
Chinese    £125.    Cumin:  Indian 
£525.    Dill:    Indian    £190.    Fennel:  Indian 
Chinese   £350.    Fenugreek:  £130.  Mustard: 
£340  spot 

Senega:  No  spot:  shipment  £13.00  kg,  cif. 
Senna:   Tinnevelly   pods   hand-picked  £0.60 
Alexandria  £0.95. 

Squill:  Italian  £1.40  spot;  £1.25.  cif,  new  crop. 
Styrax:    £2.40    kg    spot;    shipment  £2.30. 
Tonquln  beans:  £1.25  spot;  £1.20,  cif. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £230  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  'ndian  root  £670  metric  ton,  spot. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.00  kg;  £1.80,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.20  kg  spot  and  £2.20.  cif. 
70-75%.  Spanish/Portuguese  £2.75,  cif. 
Palmarosa:  Brazilian  spot  £7.00  kg. 
Patchouli:  £4.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Pennyroyal:  £7.00  kg  spot,  nominal. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  Hack  £64  kg. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis  Brazilian  £3.50  spot; 
£3.50,  cif.  Chinese  £4.50,  cif.  American  piperata 
£16-£18.00  as  to  origin. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  £34.00  kg  spot;  £28.00,  cif. 
The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


China  star  £360 
Celery:  Indian 
Moroccan  £127, 
£525,  Chinese 
£445, 
£320- 


kg; 


cif. 


Coming  events 


Wednesday,  June  19 

Brighton,  Hove  Branch,  postgraduate  medical 
centre,  Brighton  General  Hospital,  Elm  Grove, 
Brighton,  at  8  pm.  Dr  P.  Malynn,  managing 
director,  Parfums  le  Galion  Ltd,  on  "The  history 
and  development  of  the  art  of  the  perfumer." 


14  June  1975 

Overseas  news 


USA  defines  hypoallergenic 
for  cosmetics 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
has  issued  final  regulations  defining  the 
term  "hypoallergenic"  for  cosmetic  pro- 
ducts. Under  the  new  definition  a  cosmetic 
may  be  so  labelled  if  scientific  studies 
show  that  it  causes  significantly  lewer 
adverse  reactions  in  human  test  volunteers 
than  competing  products. 

For  cosmetics  which  meet  requirements 
established  by  the  regulation,  the  state- 
ment "less  likely  to  cause  adverse  re- 
actions than  some  competing  products" 
will  appear  on  their  labels  close  to  the 
word  "hypoallergenic"  in  a  conspicuous 
and  prominent  manner.  To  qualify  for  use 
of  the  term,  a  product  must  be  dermato- 
logically  tested  against  reference  products 
having  at  least  10  per  cent  of  the  market 
share  of  all  similar  products.  Manufac- 
turers will  be  allowed  until  1977  to 
conduct  the  necessary  tests  for  current 
products,  and  a  substantiated  claim  will  be 
valid  for  five  years. 

FDA  rethinks  its  regulations 
on  vitamin  mineral  products 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
is  to  revise  its  regulations  on  the  formula- 
tion and  labelling  of  vitamin  and  mineral 
products  following  a  court  suit  last  year 
by  manufacturers. 

The  original  regulations,  published  in 
1973,  (C&D,  August  18,  1973,  p224),  had 
required  that  all  preparations  providing 
more  than  150  per  cent  of  the  official  US 
Recommended  Daily  Allowance  of  any 
vitamin  or  mineral  had  to  be  regulated 
as  drugs  rather  than  food,  and  that  any 
such  product  for  which  any  therapeutic 
claim  was  made  was  to  be  deemed  a  drug. 
However  the  US  Court  of  Appeals,  ruled 
that  those  high-potency  vitamins  and 
minerals  which  are  generally  recognised  as 
safe  for  consumer  use,  and  for  which  no 
therapeutic  benefits  are  claimed,  could  not 
be  defined  by  FDA  on  the  basis  of  potency 
alone. 

Under  the  proposed  FDA  revision,  any 
potency  of  vitamin  or  mineral  products 
generally  recognised  as  safe  and  marketed 
as  dietary  supplements  will  be  classified 
and  regulated  as  food.  However,  on  the 
basis  of  proved  toxicity,  high  potency 
preparations  of  vitamins  A  and  D  do  not 
meet  the  "generally  recognised  as  safe" 
requirement  and  will  continue  to  be 
regulated  as  prescription  drugs.  The  pro- 
posals are  due  to  become  final  after  July 
12,  depending  upon  comments  received  by 
the  Agency  before  then. 

Honk  Kong  law  changes 

Revised  pharmacy  and  poisons  regulations 
are  expected  to  be  presented  to  Hong 
Kong's  Legislative  Council  before  the  end 
of  its  current  session. 
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For  the  very  best  in  Bubble  Bath  Gilt  Packs 


A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118  3119  3205 

Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service  available  when 
the  Pharmacy  is  closed 


Methanol 


ORALCER 


1 


pellets  \  MOUTH  ULCERS 


THE  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED 
ANTIBACTERIAL  Er  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION 


isl 

o.t.c  ■ 
EC  1 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 
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Hospital 
appointments 


Appointments  Services 


REDBRIDGE/WALTHAM 
FOREST  AREA  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING  DISTRICT 

KING       GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 

Eastern  Avenue,  llford,  Essex. 
BARKING      HOSPITAL,  Upney 

Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS  required,  full  or 
part-time,  for  duties  at  either  of 
the  above  hospitals.  Both  hos- 
pitals are  in  pleasant  outer 
London  Residential  Areas  and 
are  both  adjacent  to  Under- 
ground stations,  with  direct 
access  to  Central  London. 
Salary  scale  £2,325-£2.994  plus 
£312  p.a.  London  Weighting 
and  Threshold  Agreement  pay- 
ments. Enquiries  and  applica- 
tions to  the  District  Pharmaceu- 
tical Officer,  Barking  Hospital, 
Upney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
Telephone  01-594  3898. 


SALES  REPRESENTATIVE  South  Mid- 
lands. Experienced  salesman  re- 
quired to  sell  wide  range  of 
chemists  sundries  to  retail  chem- 
ists. Successful  sales  record  re- 
quired and  able  to  work  with 
minimum  supervision.  Apply  D.  J. 
Britton  Ltd.,  6/8  Roman  Road, 
Easton,  Bristol.  Tel:  Bristol  553414. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  Pharmacist  to 
take  charge.  Holiday  dates  honoured. 
Excellent  rewards  to  Pharmacist  with 
sales  ability  and  pleasant  personal- 
ity. Call  Mr.  Billiter  636  7094. 

UNQUALIFIED  STAFF.  Experienced 
Male  Dispensing  assistant  required 
for  busy  Pharmacy.  Essex  coast. 
Salary  and  commission  upwards 
£2,000  p.a.  Box  No.  2330. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


PRODUCT  MANUFACTURE— CAPSULE  FILLING  SERVICE 

We  are  a  small  efficient  pharmaceutical  manufacturing  company 
offering  you  a  personal  service.  We  can: 

■Ar  Encapsulate  your  own  drug  and  export  for  you. 

★  Offer  you  a  complete  finished  product  in  capsule  form. 

We  manufacture  under  strict  quality  control  conditions. 

We  specialise  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of  products  in 
Sustained  Release  form  and  we  can  offer  these  as  bulk  pellets, 
ready  tor  filling,  or  encapsulated. 

Why  not  write,  phone  or  telex  us  now. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  EXPORTS  LTD.,  ATHLONE,  IRELAND 
Phone:  Athlone  4586  Telex:  33118 


For  Sale 


CACHETS  (complete).  No.  2  Pink. 
50,000  in  lots  of  10,000  at  £1.80  per 
1.000.  No.  2i  White,  70.000  in  lots 
of  10,000  at  £2.36  per  1.000.  Avail- 
able from  Wander  Pharmaceuticals, 
P.O.  Box  Horsforth  No.  4,  Calverley 
Lane,  Horsforth.  Leeds  LS18  4RP. 


Shop  for  Sale 


NTH.  ESSEX/CAMBS.  Border  ancient 
market  town.  Principal  trading — 
Drug  store — Health  foods  &  Cos- 
metics— Agencies.  L/U  8  years 
lease.  G.P.  £5,000.  Retirement  sale. 
Box  No.  2333. 
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Classified  Advertisements 


Agents 


Shopfitting 


ESTABLISHED  AGENTS  REQUIRED 

who  are  presently  covering  chemists  only 
in  all  areas  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

This  representation  is  required  by  a  well-established  manufacturer  of 
pharmaceuticals  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  who  is  in  the  course  of 
introducing  a  completely  unique  children's  medicine,  which  will  be 
advertised  nationally. 

Replies  to  Greenkem  Ltd  ,  P.O.  Box  66,  Harrow,  Middlesex  HA2  6DJ 

—giving  full  details  of  area  covered — products  carried,  etc. 


AGENT 

seeks  to  widen  scope  of  opera- 
tion. Well  established  London, 
Home  Counties,  Dept.  Stores, 
Chemists  &  Health  Shops.  Stor- 
age facilities  Central  London. 
Box  2332. 


SOLE  DISTRIBUTORS  of  fine  Luxury 
Toilet  Soaps,  Perfume  Atomisers, 
Hair  Accessories  and  other  High- 
Class  Chemists  Sundries,  require 
established  Agents  covering  Dept. 
Stores,  Chemists  (also  Ladies  Hair- 
dressers). Box  No.  2325. 


Miscellaneous 


CONTRACEPTIVES 

USA  Black  Cats  (per  gross)  5.25 
USA  Tahiti  Colours  (per  gross)  5.50 
USA  Stimula  Ribbed  (per 

gross)  10.00 
Japanese  Seanes  (per  gross)  4.25 
German  High  (per  50  pkts)  5.70 
French  Ticklers  (per  50  pkts)  7.45 
German  Long  Love  (per  50 

pkts)  5.40 

Danish  Pussycats  (per  gross)  6.80 
Italian  Hatu  (per  gross)  7.75 
ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 

WARWICKSHIRE  SUPPLIES  (DCD) 

Birmingham  B46  1RR 


INTERNATIONAL 

Dutch  "Fun"  (per  120) 


8.50 

Swedish  Stork  (per  box)  6.40 
Swiss  Green  Band  (per  gross)  10.50 
Extension  Sheath  (each)  0.60 
Love-Variations  Kassette  1.80 
Plus  many  more  items,  including 
Lingerie,  Marital  Aids,  etc,  etc. 
For  our  comprehensive  brochure 
send  10p  to  cover  p  &  p. 
FREE  promotional  literature  avail- 
able with  all  orders. 

ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 
,  Commerce  House,  Water  Orion, 


INFORMATION! 

Tablet  and  Capsule  Identification 
Guide. 

Manufacturers  and  Suppliers 

Index. 
Buyers  Guide. 
Wholesalers. 
Value  Added  Tax. 
Medicines  Acts  1968  and  1971. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  sec- 
tions included  in  CHEMIST  & 
DRUGGIST  DIRECTORY  1975, 
the  essential  reference  for  every 
pharmaceutical  retailer,  whole- 
saler and  manufacturer. 
Send  for  your  copy  today  to  : 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA. 
01-353  3212  (Mr  Hayes). 

Price  £8-50  inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£5-50  inc.  postage  and  handling. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1 EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 
DISPLAYS 

A  magnificent  range  of  fast 
selling  fashion  jewellery  all 
beautifully  presented  on 
elegant  displays  complete 
with  back  up  packs.  Every 
line  clearly  marked  with 
suggested  retail  price.  For 
details  of  these  fabulous 
money  spinners  phone 
(0533)  26403  or  write  to 
STARGEMS,  52  MOUNT 
ROAD,  LEICESTER. 
Star  Gems  Sell  Nationwide 


Business 
wanted 


THE  DEMAND  for  Ginseng  products 
grows  all  the  time,  don't  miss  out 
on  these  valuable  sales — send  for 
our  price  lists:  Power  Health  Foods 
Limited,  4  Kirkland  Street,  Pockling- 
ton.  E.  Yorks.  (STD  075  92  2595) 


WANTED  TO  PURCHASE 

Wholesale  toiletries  business 
cash  &  carry  and/or  van  distri- 
bution— area  not  important,  but 
must  have  expansion  potential. 

Replies  in  confidence  to  Box 
No.  2331. 


COWLING 

s 

a  low  cost, fully  guaranteed 
exterior  design  and  installation 
service  including  signs 
and  blindstoyourchoice. 

excellent  finance  terms  available 

01-653  0298 
THE  SPECIALISTS 

PETER  COWLING  LTD       23  St.  Aubyns  Road        Crystal  Palace        London       SE19  3AA 

SHOP  INTERIOR  FITTINGS  and 
SHOPFRONTS  tor  CHEMISTS 

Wide  choice  of  Modern  Equipment 

at  Attractive  Prices 
Free  Advisory  &  Planning  Service 
Phone  without  obligation 
061-445  3506 
H.  A.  Peyser,  20  Fairfax  Avenue 
Didsbury,    Manchester  M20  0AJ 


WEST  COUNTRY  &  LONDON,  Shop- 
fronts  and  interiors  RAYMAN  ENT'S, 
"Higher  Claw",  Pennymore,  TIVER- 
TON. Tel:  Cheriton  Fitzpaine  317. 

SHOPFRONTS  and  interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street, 
London  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854  0343. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 

20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p. 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 
us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co., 
44a  High  Street  Croydon 
CR9  1UU.    01-686  9144. 


LEADING  MANUFACTURER  of  in- 
terior shopfittings  offers  special  low 
prices  to  retailers  prepared  to  act 
as  showshops.  The  shops  concerned 
must  be  within  50  miles  of  London 
or  Birmingham.  Interest  free  or  low 
deposit  HP  available  in  suitable 
cases  and  commission  payable  on 
orders  resulting  from  visits  to  your 
shop.  Full  details  from  SPAN  SHOP- 
FITTING  COMPANY,  32  Church 
Road,  London  SE19  2ET.  Tel.  01-653 
5859. 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  instal- 
lations. NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS.  LTD,  SHOP- 
FITTERS,  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED,  HERTS.  Tel:  5417-9. 


Wanted 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 

WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  &/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 

Tel:  01-353  3212 
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RAND  ROCKET 
TAKE  THE  NAIL  BITING  OUT  OF 
SELLING 
MANICURE  PRODUCTS 


RIDDOBRON ... 

for  asthma  — 

the  effective  INHALANT 

used  with  confidence  by 

asthma  sufferers  over  many 

years 


RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  offer  a 

complete  range  of  ASTHMA 
PRODUCTS  and  INHALERS. 

Remember  RIDDELL  for  the 

treatment  of  asthma  and 
bronchitis 


RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LTD. 

RIDDELL  HOUSE, 

10-14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET, 

LONDON  E2. 

Telephone:  01  -739  7254/5/6. 


The  Triangle  Trust 
helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 


The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  indepen- 
dent charitable  trust  administered  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is  the  relief  of 
hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed,  or  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth.  Such 
relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educa- 
tional expenses  of  children. 

The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider 
applications  for  financial  assistance,  beyond 
the  scope  of  an  employer's  responsibilities, 
with  education  or  training  in  general  or  special 
subjects,  including  music  and  the  arts. 


For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for 
assistance,  write  to: 

The  Secretary,  Dept  CD 
The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund 
Clarges  House,  6-12,  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y  8DH 


Rand  Rocket  now  offer  you  the  "Good  grooming" 
range. 

There's  a  product  for  every  major  manicure  need. 

Packed  and  presented  to  sell  on  sight.  Those  super 
two-tone  blue  packs  simply  ask  to  be  taken  from  the 
handy  dispenser. 

Advertising  in  the  leading  women's  journals  will  be 
telling  your  customers  about  these  top-quality 
stainless  steel  products,  and  our  other  keenly  priced 
lines. 

These  are  the  ones  to  ask  your  Rand  Rocket 
wholesalerabout-now : 

nail  and  cuticle  scissors  •  nail  files  4",  5"  and  6" 
Nurses  scissors  •  eyebrow  tweezers  •  emery  boards  • 
hoof  sticks*  manicure  sticks. 

Plus  NEW  This  Season- a  range  of  hot  water  bottles.  Remember, 
Rocket  Thermometers,  Syringes  and  Needles  provided  a  lifeline 
this  year. 


•jRand 


Good  grooming 
products 
-groomed  to  sell 
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offers  the  following  Pharmaceutical 
Fine  Chemicals  produced  by  the 
Union  of  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
"POLFA": 

Antibiotics 
Alkaloids 

Enzymes  and  Hormones 
Cardiac  Glycosides 
Saliyclates 

Sulphonamides  and  other  organic 
compounds 


complying  with  the  requirements  of  most  modern 
Pharmacopoeias. 

We  also  recommend  a  wide  range  of  "POLFA" 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  sera  and  vaccines  and 
preparations  for  veterinary  use  presented  as  injections  ; 
tablets ;  coated  tablets ;  ointments ;  syrups  etc. 

Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  agents 

Daltrade  Limited 

1 81  -1 83  Warwick  Road,  London  W1 4  8PU 
Tel.  01  -370  61 81   Telex  :  91 6074 


Sole  Exporter : 


P  I    E=»  f  l-l 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd.. 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Division  "CIECH-POLFA" 
Jasna  12,  P.O.  Box  271, 
00-950  Warszawa,  Poland 


